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THEOLOGICAL DEPARTMENT. 


DR. STEPHEN’S SERMON. 
(Concluded from page 324.) 
The Scriptures are useful m_reg- 
ulating domestic society. ‘The fami- 
ly is the nursery forchurch and state: 
those principles that are imbibed in 
youth, will unfold themselves in man- 
hood. Now, the Bible enters com- 
pletely into the family and domestic 
circle. It begins with the people, 
while philosophy begins with kings. 
Infidels, indeed, ridicule our religion 
as a species of low priestcraft} suited 
only to the ignorant, and to women 
and children. But herein lies the 
great wisdom of the founder of our 
religion, in beginning with the poor 
and ignorant, which principle is ver- 
ified more and more, as the world 
advances in civilization, by the prac- 
tice of politicians and religious in- 
structions, beginning with the mass 
of tke people, to produce the greatest 
practical effects. Women and chil- 
dren, as they are sneeringly calle, 
form near two-thirds of mankind, and 
by instructing these in domestic, mo- 
ral, and religious dutiés, we accom- 
lish a thousand times more than the 
philosopher, who writes for the 
learned and the great ; and hence his 
principles produce, comparatively, 
go small an effect on the minds of 
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mankind at large. But the Bible not 
only affords milk for the babe, but 
meat for strong men ; it has instruc- 
tions suitable to all classes and sta- 
tions, and herein it excels all other 
books in the world, and manifests its 
divine origin. it teaches all the en- 
dearing duties of love, tenderness, 
and domestic harmony. It teaches 
the husband to be affectionate, faith- 
ful, and provident ; and the wife to 
be obedient, loving, virtuous, kind, 
and a ministering spirit to him in 
sickness —children to obey their pa- 
rents, and parents to love and support 
their children—servants to obey 
their masters, and masters to be kind 
and merciful to their servants. While 
the heathens are without natural af- 
fection, and destroy their children 
by myriads, the Scripture tells us, 
‘¢ Thou shalt do no murder.”” While 
their widows are neglected, and even 
forbid to marry, and incited to burn 
or bury themselves with their dead 
husbands, they require us to ‘ visit 
the fatherless and the widow in their 
affliction.”’ And one of the statutes 
of Israel required, that the widow 
should be provided with another 
husband. 

While the heathens almost univer- 
sally indulge in polygamy, and infidels 
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contend that no man can endure to 
bind bimself, for life, to one woman ; 
the Scriptures say, *‘ Let the man be 
the husband of one wife.” While 
all savage nations degrade the woman, 
and treat her as a mere slave, or the 
object of their brutal passions ; and 
while the Mahometans contend, that 
she has no soul to be saved or lost, 
the christian religion exalts her to that 
scale of human excellence and influ- 
ence in society, which she so highly 
merits, and raises ber to an equality 
with the man, in the privileges of 
the Gospel, and the hopes of future 
felicity. It comforts the widow, say 
ing, ** Commit to me thy fatherless 
children, and let thy widow trust in 
me.’ It softens affliction, cheers the 
gloomy path of death, gives assur- 
ance of divine acceptance, and en- 
courages the delightful hope of meet- 
ing our friends in the heavens, where 
we shall see as we are seen, and 
know as we are known, and never 
more be separated. 

The Scriptures also promote in- 
fermation. Nothing is so dangerous 
io civil government, as ignorance. 
Plato tells us, that “man in a state 
of ignorance, is the most cruel and 
savage of all creatures.”’ An en- 
lightened politician of our own coun- 
try, says that “ ignorance is such an 


infallible instrument ofdespotism, that |) 


there can be hope of continuing our 
present form of government, and that 
liberty and justice in which they were 
founded, but by diffusing a universal 
spirit of instruction among the peo- 
ple.” And, indeed, experience 
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| the gambler’s house, or the brothel, 
_after entertainment. His conceptions 
|are enlarged, his reasoning powers 
‘are exercised, his taste is raised far 
above the ordinary standard, and he 

| becomes a being of superior intellec- 
‘tual order to what he was before he 
became a reader of the Scriptures. 
'Indeed, the greatest orators in Eu- 
‘rope were careful to enrich their 
minds with its maxims, tropes, figures, 
and sublimity. Says Sir William 
Jones, ‘I have attentively read these 
Holy Scriptures, and am of opinion 
that this volume, independent of its 
divine origin, contains more sublimi- 
ty and beauty, more good morality, 
more important history and finer 
strains of poetry and eloquence, than 
can be collected from all other books, 
in whatever age or language they 
may have been composed ;”’ and, 
above all, they make us wise to eter- 
inal life. 

The Scriptures also promote in- 
'dustry. Idleness and drunkenness, 
| are a fruitful source of vice and beg- 
gary. We find, from the late reports 
_of Societies, in Europe and America, 
on the subject of pauperism, that 
they attribute it chiefly to idleness 
and intemperance. Now, the Bible 
‘is an antidote to all these evils, to the 
j man who binds his conscience by its 
‘maxims. It requires us to be ** tem- 
perate in all things,’ to provide 
things honestly in the sight of God, 
‘and especially for our own house ; 
and warns us ‘not to be slothful in 
business ;” that, “if any man will 
not work, neither shall he eat ;”’ that 








proves, that in every country, those 
unfortunate beings that expiate their 
lives on the gallows or in the peni- 
tentiary, are chiefly to be feund a- 
fnong the ignorant and uneducated 
poor. 


But the poor man who can read 


his Bible, or hear it read, is enter- 


tained and delighted with the best 
maxims of domestic, civil, and religi- 
ous instruction, and has no induce- 
ment to be drawn away to the town, 





“idjeness will covera man with rags;”’ 
| and solemnly threatens us, that “ the 
_ slothful shall be under tribute,” and 
drunkards shall not inherit the king. 
dom of heaven ” 

The Bible also promotes peace. 
War is the most awful scourge that 
Providence permits to be employed 
forthe punishment of unrighteous 
men. ‘To perish in a moment, to be 
hurried instantaneously, without pre- 
i paration, into the presence of the 
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Supreme Judge, has something in it \jpiness, »’gn in every heart, and in 


inexpressibly awful and affecting! | 
What adigtressing spectacle, to see 
Tich hatVests consuned in a moment, | 
the cottages of the poor given up te 
the flames, and helpless females #Y- 
ing in all directions—to see opalent 
cities taken by storm, the streets | 
filled with slaughter and Wood, the 
palaces of the nobles denwlished, the 
houses of the rich pillaged, the chas- 
tity of virgins and nxtrons violated, 
and every age, aad sex, and rank, 
mingled in one promiscuous massacre! 
What a scene, must a field of battle 
present, where thousands fall in a' 
few moments, and thousands more § 
are wounded, mangled, and left with- 
out pity or assistance, with their 
wounds exposed to the scorching 
sand, or piercing cold, while the 
blood as it flows freezes, and bind 
them to the earth, amid the trampling 
of horses, the groans of the dying, 
the shouts of the victors, and the 
roar of cannon, as though the god 
Mars were discharging all the artille- 
ry in the Universe !—Far from their 
native home, with no well known 
voice to pity, no wife, no mother, no 
friendly ear to hear their last request, 
no sister near to soothe their sorrows, 
relieve their thirst, or close their 
eyes in death! O Lord, is there no 
antidote against this dreadful demon 
of destruction! Yes, the medicine 
of the Scriptures, the panaceum of 
the Gospel of Christ. He is called 
“the Prince of peace,” and his Gos- 
pel is called ‘* the Gospel of peace ;” 
and requires us as far as in us lieth, 
to “live peaceably with all men.” 
The religion of Christ, if it had its 
intended effect, would destroy all the 




















wars inthe world. It would usher 
in the milennial glory, when the na- 
tions of the earth would learn war no 
more, but beat their swords into 


ploughshares, and their spears into 
pruning hooks, and righteousness 
and peace would cover the earth as 
the waters cover the seas,”’ and uni- 
versal love, and harmony, and bap- 











every family, and in every nation. 

such are the blessings and benefits 
# be derived from a practical know- 
ledge of the Holy Bible ; such, and 
infinitely more, are its blessings, both 
in a temporal and spiritual sense ; for, 
although we have been tedious, the 
‘* half has not been told!” 

Be zealous and courageous then, 
my friends, the Managers and .Mew.-’ 
bers of the ** Staunton Bible Socie- 
ty ;’ you are engaged in the most 
glorious work upon earth, in sending 
the bread and water of life, free, as 
the gift of the Gospel itself, to your 


hungaring, perishing brethren of 
mankind, This is the wra of Bible 
Societies. Prodigious eflorte are 


making to spread the word of God, 
in almost all parts of the world. In 
Europe, Asia, and Africa, the mighty 
machine is moving on with majestic 
grandeur. Myriads of Bibles and 


Testaments are printed in various 


languages, and widely disseminated ; 
and tens and hundreds of thousands 
of dollars are expended. Kings, 
Princes, Dukes, and Nobles, aer en- 
gaged in this mighty effort. And the 
‘*Angel of the everlasting Gospel, 
with his flying roll,’ has wafted his 
wings to America, calling upon us 
with triumphant voice, ‘* to come up 
to the help of the Lord against the 
mighty.’’ Indeed we have not been 
altogether negligent in our duty on 
(this subject, in this highly favoured 
land. The American bible Society 
in the city of New-York, consists of 
three hundred auxiliaries, besides a 
multitude of separate ones in the dil- 
ferent States. You have a wild field 
before you—the state of Virginia has 
not done much on this subject, espe- 
cially in this western part : your own 
county, and a vast territory between 
this and the Ohio river, are almost 
without Bible, churches, or minis- 
ters. Send them the Bible, and that 
will be followed by an invitation to 
the preacher, or it will find its way 
into the cottages of the poor, where 
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the Missionary cannot penetrate.— 
The Indians also within our Territo- 
ries, to the number of 600,000, are 

starving with spiritual hunger, ats 

stretching their hands to us for the 
food of life. Let us not be wanting 
in zeal in this god-like work, till oth- 
ers shall have accomplished it for us; 
and we then begin to reflect on our ne 

gligence with shame, and aguilty con- 
science ; but let each one, according 
to his or her ability, cheerfully put 
their hand to the ‘‘ Ark of God,”’ and 
urge it onward, and be instrumental 
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in saving their own souls, and the 
souls of others, by reading this bless- 
ed Book more devoutly, and sending 
it to as many of our poor, ignorant, 
benighted fellow mortals, as possible, 
ttat every family may possess this 
ineSimable treasure, and every hearé 
experience its saving influences, 
‘* and the kingdoms of the world shall 
become the kingdom of our Lord, 
and of his Christ,’’ and his will be 
done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
AMEN. 








MISCELLANEOUS DEEARTMENT. 


(Concluded from page 328.) 

On the morning of the 18th, we 
took our leave of kind‘and much belov- 
ed triends, and shaped our course for 
crossing the mountain to the eastern 
side of the state, by a route which I 
had never before taken. [n Richmond, 
we were joined by a respectable gen- 
tleman,a lay delegate from Shelburne, 
who, in company with his daughter, 
was on his way to the convention ;— 
an acquisition to our little company 
which rendered the journey more 
pleasant. 

On the 20th, we reached Randolph, 
where we were received with much 
politeness, and were entertained by a 
gentleman of high respectability. The 
church has some valuable friends, 
though no parish in that town. Being 
ina very friendly manner invited by 
the congregational minister and others 
of his society, we had divine service 
and a serinon in their meeting house. 
There, too, I had the pleasure of be- 
coming acquainted with a worthy 
presbyterean minister, and a part of 
his interesting family. One or two 
of his sons are pursuing studies with 
a view to holy orders. 

The next day, for the first time, | 
had the pleasure of meet:ng with a re- 
spectable number of Episcopalians, in 
Bethel, who have been too much neg- 
jected. I had net, before that visit, 








, Supposed that the number of those at- 


tached, or at least favourable, to our 
communion in that place, was so con- 
siderable. Though the rains fell abun- 
dantly, a large congregation assem- 
bled, and appeared to be much inter- 
ested in all the services. The number 
confirmed was much greater than I 
had expected. ‘hey appeared to be 
thankful for the sermon, and refresh- 
ed by the visitation; and it was a sub- 
ject of no small regret (to myself 
certainly ) that previous appointments 
for Windsor and other places, made it 
necessary to leave them soon and 
pursue our journey. 

The parish in Windsor continues 
to merit the “ praise of all the church- 
es.” ‘They were building a new and 
elegant house for divine service, 
which is now nearly finished, and is 
soon to be consecrated. Considering 
that parish is but small, their pious 
liberality, prudent conduct,and united 
zeal in this noble work, are deserving 
of the highest praise. Long may the 
house remain to them and their chil- 
dren, through remote generations, a 
happy Bethel. 

On the morning of the 25d, we 
crossed the Connecticut river into 
New-Hampshire, and had services 
in Cornish. There I first learned, 
that the parish in Claremont having 
enlarged their old church, and put it 
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in complete repair, requested that it 
might, that day, be consecrated. With 
some little difficulty, and the utmost 
diligence in making the best use of 
our scanty time, this was done in the 
afternoon. The services being ended, 
we proceeded three miles further to 
the village, where the parish have 
purchased and putin good repair, a 
Jarge, new, and convenient church. 
In it, was a handsome pair of chan- 
deliers, generously presented to the 
church by a gentleman in Boston. 

Our services the next day, (Sun- 
day the 24th, being also St John’s day) 
were well attended. In consequence 
of a polite invitatien, our third ¢xer- 
cises were held in the congregational 
meeting house. At Drewsville, the 
next day, the congregation was small, 
and the people appeared to be dis- 
heartened. 

On Wednesday, the 27th, I met 
with the convention of Vermont, at 
Bellows’ Falls. It was well attended: 
so many clergymen of our order had 
never before been together in that 
state. After the exercises usual on 
such occasions, the business of the 
convention was conducted and finished 
with great unanimity, and much to the 
satisfaction of the members. Nothing 
was transacted of more importance, 
than the forming of a missionary soci- 
ety, which, it is hoped, may prove to 
be highly beneficial. 

By travelling expeditiously, we 
reached Guilford in season for servi- 
ces in the meeting house on the 28th. 
In the morning of the day following 
we met in the church, distant four 
niles; and in the afternoon pursued 
our journey to Greenfield. And thus 
was finished the tour through Ver- 
mont, having,in the course of it, vis 
ited every church or Episcopal soci- 
ety in the state. Those of Sanegate 
met usin Arlington; and the few of 
our communion in Pawlett and Weils 
have the benefit of the visitations of 
the bishop of New York. In every 
parish | preached once, in seve- 
ral twice, and in some three times, 
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And in almost every one I confirmed 
and gave the communion. In this 
Journey, which almost compassed the 
whole state, { noticed, with awakened 
attention and great pleasure, much 
improvement, which, in the last few 
years, has taken place. There ap- 
pears certainly to be an increasing 
respect for the doctrines of Christ 
and the worship of God. Pious, reg- 
ular, orthordox, and well educated 
ministers of the gospel are more re- 
spected, and better received ; and 
those of a contrary character. less 
countenanced and supported. This, 
as We may of course suppose, is at- 
tended with improvement in morals; 
and accordingly there appears less of 
idleness and dissippation, and the con- 
sumption of ardent spirsts is evidently 
diminished. In agriculture, more neat- 
ness, order, and industry are visible. 
‘Godliness is profitable unto all things; 
having promise of the life that now is.” 
What reason and the word of God 
teach, does experience confirm, that 
a due regard for religious institutions, 
and especially for the regular and de 
cent worship of Almighty God, is prc- 
ductive, not of good morals only, but 
of good economy, and ofall the bles- 
sings of civil and social life. 

The church in Greenfield contin- 
ues as from the first ; it has been uni- 
ted, faithful, and uniformly increa- 
sing. Under God, we are much in- 
depted for its prosperity, to the dis- 
interested fidelity of its pastor, who. 
from a sense of duty, and affection 
for his flock, has steadfastly contin- 
ued with them, though better offers 
of interest and honour have invited 
his removal. 

On Monday, July 2, in company 
with the reverend Mr. Strong, ! vis- 
ited for the first time, a new parish 
in Ashfield, Massachusetts. The rev- 
eaend Mr. Humphrey, from Lanesbe- 
rough and the reverend Mr. Baury, 
from Guilford, met us there. Though 
the weather was unfavourable,a large 
congregation assembled ; of whom, 
nineteen presented themselves fo: 














358 


confirmation. One of the baptist so- 
cieties kindly obliged us with the use 
of their meeting house ; and by atten- 
ding our services, and in other ways, 


manifested a liberal and friendly dis- | 


position. Those who had attached 
themselves to the church, appeared | 
to be serious, pious people. actu- 


ated by religious conscientious mo- | 


tives, and their attention seemed to | 
be engaged in searching for the good 
old way. We scarcely need add that 
such a people are likely to become 
stable Episcopalians ; and that. Ash- 
field is one of our most eligible sta- 
tions for a missionary. 

On the 26 of August, in the same 
year, there was a_ confirmation in 
Newport, Khode Island ; 


tember. 

October 2, I commenced another 
journey, in which I visited Concord, 
Holdiness, Hopkinton, Bradford, and 
Claremont, again in New Hampshire. 
The state of religious feeling in Con- 
cord seemed ata low ebb. The small | 
parish there, however, had fitted up | 
a hall convenient for publick wor- 
ship, and appeared to be increasing. 
The parish in Holderness continued | 
steadfast ; they seemed highly to ap- 
preciate the favour of Episcopal vis- 
stations ; to be very grateful for the | 
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North Providence, on the 9th of Sep- | 
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| deeming love give greater satisfac- 

tion than the fascinating allurements 
of time and sense. The same day I 
licened Mr. George Richardson, 
(since received as a candidate for ho- 
ly orders,) to read prayers in New- 
Hampton, a town adjoining Holder- 
| ness. 

In Hopkinton, is a respectable, 
| though a small society, and the Lord 
has there some faithful souls. Their 
readiness to ‘‘ receive a prophet in 
the name of a prophet,”’ is a plea- 
sing assurance that ‘‘ a prophet’s re- 
ward” shall be their portion. Often 
have they given more than“ a cup 
| af water to one of the least of the 
| Lord’s disciples ;” may the Lord re- 
member them for good.” The Rey. 
= Blake resides in Concord, and 

has officiated there .and at Hopkin- 
ton about three years; and _ his la- 
bours, we have good reason to be- 
lieve, are not in vain. A respectable 
fl gentleman of Hillsborough, about 
thirty miles from Hopkinton, was so 
generous and kind as to meet me at 
‘the latter place, and convey me in 
‘his carriage to Bradford ; and very 
 pobtely offered to help me on my 
) way even to Claremont: May the 
Lord reward him. ) 
Sunday, the 14, I passed in Clare- 
mont ; preached three times to very 











favour and comfort of the Saviour’s large and unusually attentive congre- 
erdinances and they evidently deem- | gations, and administered baptism and 
ed it not a burden, buta privilege | confirmation. In the eleven years of 
and blessing, and it was particularly | my ministry in this office, I have held 
their desire to attend divine services | confirmation in Claremont nine times, 
twice on the 9th. Some of the people and have administered the right in 
remarked that it was the happiest | that parish to two hundred and sixty 
day they had ever seen. They who | seven persons. In no place, perhaps, 
thus delight in the blessings of the are the ministers of Christ more 
sanctuary ;who prize above wordly | cordially received ; nor treated with 
pleasures, the words of life, and the | affection more truely Christian. 
ministrations of mercy and grace, On my wayinto Vermont, I 
cannot be * far from the kingdom of | preached ut Bellows? Falls; on ‘the 
God.” There must be many in this} evening of the 16th, arrived at Man- 
sinful world who love their Saviour,} chester: and on the i7th, assisted 
when the most unworthy of his min- | by my reverend brethren, Bronson, 
isters are for his sake, so kindly re- |, Beach, Chase, Humphrey, and 
ceived, and so much respected ; | Baury , consec rated the new church 

when the sacred memorials of re-!in Manchester, called “ Zion 
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ehurch.”? The house was much } York. The constitution adopted, 
crowded through all the services,| gives the general convention some 
by people who listened as those who | control in the concerns of the semi- 
have ‘‘ears to hear.” They re-| nary : but in its operation it will no 
mained during the communion ser-|} doubt be managed chiefly by that 
vice ; and, with the exception of | diocess. It is not my intention, 
one denomini ition, all the commu- || however, to tnsinuate that the man- 
nicants of various churches pre- | agementis placed in improper hands. 
sent, including several congrega-'| [ts location in the most populous, 
tional ministers, received with us the | commercial, and frequented city of 
Lord’s supper. It seemed as a plea- || our country, will necessarily exclude 
sing foretaste of that happy time, |) a large part ofour theological stu- 
when “all the faithful people of} dents from the school ; and is, in my 
God” shall unite in his adoration and || jadgment, on other accounts, inju- 
praise. May ‘“‘his kingdom come ;” || dicious. 
and that we may be prepared for its [n the month of March, in this pre- 
unspeakable joys, ‘ his will be done || sent year, I attended the adjourned 
on earth as itis in heaven.’’ convention ot Massachusetts, in 
Zion church is neat and commo- || Salem; and in the same journey 
dious ; and though small, its erection || again visited the churches in the 
was anoble work for a still smaller |} eastern part of that state, withthe 
parish. On this occasion my thoughts || exception of New-buryport, which lt 
were led to some serious reflections, || reserved for this present tour, and 
whether it might not be chiefly my || was accordingly there on Sunday 
own fault that the church in this dio- || last, in my way hither. The church 
cess, most inconvenient and least !|in Salem, in consequence of some 
worthy of the abilities and the gen- | unhappy events, is not so prosper- 
erous spirit of those who worship |j ous asin times past. That in Marble- 
in it, is that of my own parish in| head, continues in alow state, but 
Bristol. there is reason-to bope it may yet 
On the 18th, we had services in || be revived. The churches in Boston 
Arlington, wherea few were contirm- || are all thriving and doing well. That 
ed ; and Jordan Gray was admitted | in Hopkinton continues vacant, and 
to the order of deacons. On my way | we may well fear is in some degree 
from thence to the general conven- | discouraged. The parish in Newton 
tion in Philadelphia, { had leisure to. have in no degree fallen off from 
remain a few days in Troy, in| their former steadfastness and united 
the diocess of New York, which, || zeal. The reverend Mr. Baury has 
both on account of my then decli- || removed thither, and Guilford, in 
ning bealth, and the politeness and | Vermont, is now vacant. I have much 
very kind attentions I there received, | pleasure in adding, that the rever- 
proved a providential blessing. end Mr. Boyle, under very favour- 
The general convention in Oc- || able circumstances, is established in 
tober last as is well known, was spe- | Dedham. He received priest’s or- 
cially called on the business of the | ders, March the 23d, and was soon 
Theological Seminary. The re- | after instituted. 
sult was happier than perhaps any of In Quincy, the prospects are 
_ the members, under existing circum- | more encouraging, than at any for- 
stances, had dared to hope.. Toavoid |mer period since my acquaintance 
the dreadiul evils ofstrife and liti- | there. On Thursday last, Benjamin 
gation, it was wisely judged expe- || C. Cutler was in that place ordained 
dient to yield, almost wholly, to the || deacon, and has taken charge of the 
high claims of the diocess of New | parish. On the day preceding, con 
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firmation was administered in St. | 
Matthew’s church, in the city of 
Boston. 

The Massachusetts Episcopal mis- 
sionary society have recently made 
very considerable efforts, and not 
without success, to increase the num- 
ber of their members, and to obtain 
funds. From the interest taken in the 
object, and the liberal spirit already 
manifested, there is reason to hope 
that this society may soon become 
the instrument of great good. Mea- 
sures are taken to employ mission- 
aries, with due regard to economy, 
and to the utmost extent of our yet 
very scanty means. In Salem, also, 
a missionary society has been form- 
ed, and something liberal has been 
subscribed ; but ‘o what amount, 1 
am unable to state. 

The churches inKhode Island 
continue in a prosperous state, and 
without any material alteration. The 
Reverend Mr. Taft officiates inNorth | 
Providence. ‘The convention of our 
churches in that state met on the 
first ‘Tuesday of June last, in North 
Kingston, when confirmation was, 
for the’first time, administered in 
that place. There is some reason to 
hope that the church there will 
gradually emerge from its very low 
condition. 

A part of the members of my par- 
ish in Bristol, have associated as a 
missionary society : and though their 
means are small, they have contri- 
buted with liberality and zeal which 
do credit to their piety, and will add 
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es: But it should be considered, that 
the greater part of our parishes are 
yet very small ; and also that I have 
not thought it my duty to encourage 
any to make that solemn profession 
of their belief and devotion to God, 
except they are sufficiently instruct- 
ed in Christianity, and receive the 
ordinance from pious, conscientious 
motives. The practice, which we 
may well fear has not been uncom- 
mon, of admitting to contirmation, 
and even urging to be confirmed, 
those who have no serious sense of 
religion, nor real intention to devote 
themselves to God, through . Christ, 
is injurious to Christianity, and to 
our church in particular: it has 
caused confirmation to be lightly 
esteemed, and much neglected. And 
we may add, as a further reason, 
why there are in this dioeess so 
few confirmations, that a great pro 

portion of our largest parishes are 
on the sea-board; in which, it is 
painfulto state there are fewer males 
who receive the Christian ordi- 
inances. Ina visitationto one of our 
principal churches, there were fifty 
females confirmed, and not one male. 
In our country churches the men are 
little enough attentive to spiritual 
things ; but they are still less so in 
commercial towns. If ‘* one goes his 
way tohis farm,” rather than his 

















something to our little fund. 

A lady of the same parish has made 
a donation to the general Missionary 
society. 

During the two last years, every 
parish in this diocess (except some 
very recently organized,) has been 
visited. In almost all of them con- 
firmation hasbeen qnce administered ; 
and in many ofthem twice. The 
whole number confirmed is six hua- 
dred and fifty-two: a number cer- 


} Saviour ; still more frequently does 
‘another to his merchandise.’ 

To the list of candidates have been 
added, Seneca White, William T. 
Potter, Benjamin C. Cutler, Lot 
Jones, Charles H. Alden, George 
Griswold, and George Richardson, 
The number is small, as is also that 
of the ordinations. Alfred L. Baury, 
John J. Robinson, Samuel B. Shaw, 
Silas Blaisdale, Stephen H. Tyng, 
Jordan Gray, Charles H. Alden, 
Alexander Jones, junior, and Ben- 
jamin C. Cutler, have been received 
to the order of deacons ; the rever- 
end Isaac Boyle only has been or- 





dained a presbyter. 








tainly not large for so many church-"' 


Mr. Shaw and Mr. Tyng have had 
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letters dimissory to the Southern 
states, 


As an apology for the length of | 


this report, you will please to re- 
member that it contains the trans- 
actions of two years, and as it is the 


duty of the diocesan occasionally to }, 


give instructions to the clergy 
and people of his pastoral care, and 
no occasion can be more convenient 
for the purpose, than these addresses 
to the conventions of the clergy and 
laity ; together with a brief narrative 
of the more material part of my ofh- 
cial performances, | have inter- 
mingled some suggestions of a more 
practical nature ; and will venture 
yet turther to tax your patience, by 
commending two or three things to 
your present consideration. 

There is one subject, which, in 
every address, and on every occasion, 
**in season and out of season,’ | 
think it my duty to keep constantly in 
view, and which I scarcely need add, 
is that of assisting our small poor 


parishes. In addition to what, ‘‘ at} 
| noble benefactions, ought not only to 


| feel, but suitably to express, our gra- 
'titude to the pious donors. To make 
the ministers of the gospel rich, or 
‘to supply them with the means of 


sundry times, and in divers man- 
ners,’ [have said upon this point, 
permit me to call your attention to 
the hard case of those who, from 
a conscientious preference forthe 
doctrines, worship, and dicipline of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
have withdrawn from other deno- 
minations, with whom, and from 


whom, they have been accustomed | 
to receive much attention, and en- || 


joy great privileges, and have form- 
ed themselves into societies, accor- 
ding to our order and discipline ; and 
now find themselves, in a great de- 
gree, or altogether neglected. They 
have none to encourage, none to in- 
struct them: they rarely, if ever, 
hear the words of life from the lips 
of our ministers; they become at 
Jength disheartened, and discon- 
tinue their efforts. Were they suit- 
ably and in season cherished, others 
would be encouraged to follow their 
example. But as the case is, the 
contrary is the effect; many whose 
Vor. 1V...No. XI 





‘faith and hearts are with us, are de- 


terred from making an eftort so hope- 
less. 

Another subject, demanding the 
deliberate consideration of this con- 
vention, is amore competent pro- 
vision for the episcopate. It is a sub- 
ject on which delicacy has hereto- 
fore constrained me to be silent. 
‘But the time perhaps, has now ar- 
rived, when, without imputation of 
interested motives, | may and ought 
to remind you, that the stability of 
our church and its prosperity, un- 
der God, very much depend on the 
decent support ofall its ministrations, 
of which you well know the episco- 
pate is among the most essential. 
We have great reason to bless God 
for the pious liberality of a few in- 
dividuals in the metropolis, and some 
other parts of this diocess, Without 


‘this providential supply, in all hu- 
‘man probability, our eflorts must 
have been wholly paralyzed. We, 
‘and all the succeeding generations 


who shall enjoy the benetit of these 


luxury, would, generally speaking, 
be more likely to injure than to pro- 


| mote their usefulness. They ought 
to be examples of temperance, good 


economy, and self-denial. Their cir- 
cumstances should be that temporate 
‘mean between want and abundance, 
which is reasonably competent to 
ithe faithful discharge of their many 
hand very important duties. In a dio- 
'cess which ts large, a bishop cannot 
do credit to his office, nor justice to 
his charge, whilst encumbered with 
‘the whole parochial duties of one 
/ church. 

It is not, I trust, necessary even 
‘to remind those who compose this 
‘convention, how essential to the 
| prosperity of our churches ts the 
| diffusion of religious knowledge, and 
| chiety “the first principles et the 
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doctrine of Christ.’ For this end, 
you will readily perceive that we 
ought to have, throughout the whole 
diocess, one uniform and well devt- 
sed plan of catechetical instruction. 
It should be, as I conceive, asyste- 
matick digest of the rudiments of 
Christian theology, well calculated 
for instructing chi/dren in the church 
catechism ; youth respecting confir- 
mation, and young people, and all 
who need it, what is the nature, and 
what the benefits of receiving, the 
Lord’s supper. Whether it is ex- 
pedient for this convention to ap- 
point a committee, or to take any 
measures on this subject, you will 
judge. . 

’ [In noone thing, as I conceive, 
can we better promote the interests 
of religion, than in selecting, en- 
couraging, and aiding pious young 
men, of suitable qualifications, to 
labour as missionaries in the remote 
parts of this diocess. Or, if there 
be any one duty of still greater im- 
portance, it is, that all the members 
of our churches should be more tre- 
quent, and more earnest in our pray- 
ers to almighty God; and the ador- 
able Head of the church, that he 
will send labourers into his har- 
vest,—pastors after his own mind ; 
and that he will direct and prosper 
those who now are engaged in the 
sacred ministry. It is much to be 
feared that there is among usa very 
great deficiency in this duty, without 
which, you well know, all we do else 
is to little purpose. Our blessed 
Lord has particularly commanded 
us, as the most effectual means of ob- 
taining labourers for his work, to 
apply to directly, by prayer, to him, 
the Lord of the harvest. That he may 
iaspire, direct, and hear our pray- 
ers, God mercifully grant through 
Jesus Christ. 

ALEX. V. GRISWOLD. 


ON PAROCHIAL FINANCES, 
Messrs. Editors: tt bas been sug- 


gested to me that the subject upon || 
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which I have once before troubled 
you ;* is of so great importance, es- 
pecially under the existing circum- 
stances of our Parishes, as to de- 
sire a more minute consideration, and 
more specific directions, than those 
which are contained in my first pa- 
per. [ was very conscious that the 
remedies which I proposed, of the 
great evils and inconveniences of our 








present parochial arrangements, 
were of a general and ratber remote 
nature. But I supposed they were as 
plain and definite as the public feeling 
would bear, and certainly felt that 
they were as urgent as the delicacy 
of an individual, whose own interests 
were concerned, would by any means 
allow. Circumstances have since 
taken place which removes this deli- 
cacy, and justify me from the re- 
motest charge of interested and sel- 
lish motives, whilst I insist with in- 
creased earnestness upon the para- 
mount importance, of arranging such 
plans for the support of the Clergy, 
as will give some promise, at least, 
of permanent efficiency. In the fol- 





lowing remarks I shall give the hasty 





outlines of asystem of Parochial 
Finances, which, if drawn out with 
minute care, and guarded by pru- 
dent precautions, might suit welt 
with the state of the church, and of 
our social and civil arrangements ; 
and | shall accompany and inter- 
sperse the whole, with a course of 
free and familiar remarks, designed 
to obviate objections, and to shew 
the reasons and importance of the 
specific rules and regulations. 

1. L would have the Caption of 
the subscription Papers to run pay- 
able to the wardens, specifying their 








names, and for the support of a min- 
‘ister of the Episcopal Church. 
_They have generally specified the 
;name oftheir particular Pastor ; and 
his removal of course annuls the 
obligation altogether. This occasions 
|the great trouble and perplexity of 
calling upon all the subscribers again 
* See No. for October, page 71. 
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for theirnext minister, and renders | 
it impossible for the wardens to | 
make any positive offer, of a con. 

sideration for his services, until he | 
is actually settled. The perplexity 
and trouble are sometimes vastly in- | 
creased by making the subscriptions | 
annual ; which has the further dis- | 
advantage of keeping the Clergyman | 
in total tgnorance what his next years | 


the church, and nota favourite mi 
nister, is to be supported, and that, 
by a regular contribution, and not by 
a solitary, however generous, bene- 
faction. 

It is exceedingly desirable that 
ic vestries of all our Parishes, 
should agree in giving a united and 
written pledge to their clergymen, 
to pay him. or see him paid, a speci- 





support ‘ol be. Cases, indeed, have | fic sum. When the design of this 


occurred where Ministers have, 
in this way, been settled upon an 
handsome salary as they supposed ; 

who, after incurring great expenses 
and fixing down their families almost 
immovably, have been totally dis- 
appointed in the second or third 
years subscriptions ; and have thus, 

been taken ina snare, from which 
they have found it exceedingly dit- 
ficult to extricate themselves. To 
avoid all these evils, the subscrip-| 
tions, should, undoubtedly, be given 
tothe ministry and not to any _par- 
ticular man. Every individual ought 


| pledge is considered, Ll cannot con- 
| ceive why it should be deemed ob- 
i jectionable. Is it that the vestries 
‘shall be spunged out of an undue 
andunreasonable sum? Is it that the 
| Clergyman may have it in his power 
| to oppress or impoverish individuals / 
| Infinitely far fromit: It is merely 
i tee want of other and more power- 
ful coercion upon vestries to dis- 
charge their duties, that they may 
find it for their interest to be ac- 
tive. We know that we ali need some 
|Spur, some stimulus to perform the 
most important duty. And this pledge 





to make up his mind what he ts able 
and willing to give to his Church, | 
and that sum should be his fixed | 
and permanent subscription. Liberty | 
ought doubtless to be allowed all | 


. . 1} 
those who desire to do so, either to | 


enlarge, diminish, or withdraw their | 
subscription at will, by calling upon | 
the suitable otlicer, and complying | 
with the proper regulations. But in 


is only a voluntary constraint which 
vestry-men put upon themselves to 
stimulate them to their duty. They 
can make up the subscription be- 
fore hand—they can set in operation 
every possible plan to make collec- 
tions regular and certain if the sub- 
scriptions are takenin the name of 
individuals,they canenforcetheir pay- 
ment by law if necessary, and after all 





the main the subscription would re-| they can make whatever deductions 
main unalterably the same. And at ‘| from the whole amount, which they 


any time the wardens might see, 
what amount they could offer 

Clergyman, whose services they | 
might wish to procure. Fora while, | 
perhaps, the prejudices and par- | 
tialities which now exist, and the 
very undue and dangerous distinc- |! 
tions made between different minis- 


ters, and the false value which 1s} | 


attached to an individual, rather 
than to the Church of our Fathers, | 
might operate against this plan. But, l 
ultimately, it isto be hoped, the) 
members of our church will begin | 
ty consider it asa settled thing, that! 





| please in order to secure themselves, 
| before they name the sum for w hich 
they give theirpledge. Yet, after all, 


| |, Suppose there isa deficiency ? ? which 


|is the most unjust and the greatest 
ih: irdship, that the poor clergymen 
| should lose the whole deficiency, 
upon which he depended for his 
bread,and for which he had faithfully 
Jaboured, or that twelve of the rich- 
jest men of his congregation, who 
ought to be his true and steadfast 
 Scictnl, should divide the loss be- 
tween them, and generously lift 
with one finger a load from their 
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minister, which is bending his shoul- 
ders and wounding his honest and 
aflectionate heart. 

3. It should be made the duty of 
the wardens to make out and always 
keep a list of all the individuals in 
the Parish who, in their opinion, 
will be likely to subscribe. At the 
commencement of this plan, this 
should be handed over to a Com- 
mittee, who should be required to 
report, within a given period, upon 
every name upon the list, whether 
the persons become subscribers or 
not. And as it would be the duty 
of the wardens annually to correct, 
and if necessary enlarge their list, so 
the {‘ommiltee for procuring sub 
scribers, should annually be requi- 
red to call uponall additional per- 
sons likely to become subscribers. 
The object of this regulation is, ob- 
viously, to provide that all persons 


whatsoever, whether young or old, | 


male or female, rich or poor, who 
would be at all likely to contribute 
to the support of the ministry, may 
be duly and urgently called upon 
for that purpose. In many places, 
it is well known, that sufficient dili- 
gence is not employed in procuring 
every—even small subscriptions. 
Every means should doubtless be 
employed to habiiuate all persons to 


support religion according to their | 


abilitty—and of enlarging salaries, 
already too small, by little as well as 
large contributions. 
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methods of raising a ministers sup- 
port, are far better, than the plans 
for collection. They are, for the 
most part entrusted to men, already 
overburdened with their own affairs, 
and who fell a great delicacy in call- 
ing upon persons for money. A per- 
son ought, undoubtedly, to be ap- 
pointed who can make it his busi- 
ness, and who, for a pecuniary con- 
sideration, will do so. In select- 





ing this person, besides the ordinary 
attention which ought to be paid to 
his integrity, he ought to hold no 
office, whose duties make his ap- 
pearance, as a collector, popularly 
offensive Care should be taken, that 
he should not be considered a legal 
agent, armed with secular authority. 
And in defining his duties and regu- 
lating his operations, provision 
should be made for his paying over 


= 








money tothe Treasurer once a quar- 
ter, so that a considerable portion, 
if not the whole of the ministers 
salary, may be handed over to him 
regularly at those times. The Col- 
lector should not be entitled to a 
percentage, unless he succeeds in 
| collecting a very great proportion of 
the money, otherwise he would only 
call when he was sure of pay 
without trouble, and at the end of 
the year would return the remainder 
as delinquents, 
6. But as delinquencies will una- 
voidably arise, the Collector should 
annually report theni to the wardens, 





4. A committee should be ap. 
pointed to collect subscribers pur- 
suaut to the above regulations, who 
should duly report at the appointed 
time. A part of the vestry is pre. 
ferred to the whole, merely on ac- 





who shall call upon the persons for 
| payment, and use all possible means 
\o eflect acomplete settlement, upon 
ihe subscription, within three 
months after the year has closed. 





lf there should be a perfect unifor- 


count of their being responsible and | mity of system throughout any one 
called upon-to report, to the rest. _ || diocess, or any number of diocesses, 

5. Some suitable person should || | cannot conceive that the church 
he selected, as a collector of the || would be injured, but on the other 
subscriptions for a stipulated pecu- |! hand, I fully believe that it would 
niary consideration, or for a ra be benefitted, by enforcing payment. 
centage upon his collections. This || such, Messrs. Editors, is the best 
part of the scheme is imperiously | |, Plan which I have been able to ex- 


called for. All parts of the existing ' cogitate, after reflecting much upon 
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the subject, and conversing freely 
with some of the most intelligent and 
influential Laymen in the Church. 
And now | have atew requests to 
make of you, before | close. 

1. Will you be kind enough to 
make some free remarks upon this 
scheme, if you consider it best to 
insert it in your Miscellany, and 
uccompany them with your sen- 
timents upon the importance of some | 
such general arrangeinents ? 

2. Will you use your influence to 
introduce the subject to the notice 
of our approaching Conventions ? 


Or, finally,ifthat should be deemed || 
improper, will you be kind enough | 


to recommend a meeting of the Lay- 
men during the time the conventions || 
ure sitting, forthe purpose of can- 
vassing a subject, which, in my 


view, is growing of vital importance. | 
And may God mercifully enable both | 
ministers and people, 
pective stations, 


in their res- 
faithfully to diss 
charge their duties, and earnestly | 


to unite in prayers for his blessing, conformity with them ; 


and then may we hope that our “Zi- | 


on will arise and put on her beautiful | the corruption of human nature ; 
in my | incapacity of mankind, 


garments,’ and appear what, 

heart I cannot even now help con- 

sidering her,’ the praise of the 

whole earth.” A. C—n. 
—_ 

To the Editor of the Christian Ob- 
server. 

It is deeply to be lamented, 
the church of Christ should ever be 


divided by mere party names, or! 


that its true members should on any 


‘ } 
occasion be more ready to shew] 
* | am of} 
than the} 


their controversial badge, 
Paul, and 1 of Apollos,” 
common uniform of their holy pro- 
fession—* and [| of Christ.”” The 
terms** orthodox’’ and ‘* evangeli 
cal” seem at present to marsha! 
the two leading divisions of opinion 
in our church. But are not the 
terms convertible ? Can aman be 
an orthodox we pigegn without be- 
ing evangelical ; or an evangelical | 
churchman, without being orthodox? | 


Definition of an Evangelical Minister. 





Jue 


To bring the point to the test of 


, experiment, 1 subjoin the following 


Character of ‘ an evangelical min- 
|ister,’? which was sent to a lady who 
had desired a detinition of that term ; 
sand I would humbly request to 

know what it contains that is con- 
trary to orthodoxy, or why any 
iete orthodox churchinan should 

shrink trom the unmerited re proac h 

“which the expression “ evangelical’ 

‘is often intended to conve y. Change 

the word evangelical tor orthodox, 
|in its proper sense, and the descrip- 
‘tion will be equally appropriate. 

VIGIL. 

The expression an evangelical mi- 

| nister, when justly applied to a cler- 
igyman of the Church of England, 
| means, or should mean, one w he. be- 
heving the doctrines contatned in 
the sacred Scriptures, as expounded 
inthe Liturgy and the Thirty-nine 
| Articles—to the belief and mainte- 








that 





inance of which he has pledged him- 
| self at his ordination,—preaches in 
enforcing 
the doctrines of the fall of man, and 
the 
in their 
(natural state, to discern spiritual 
| things, or to do works ac cepuble to 
,God: and the necessity of a hols 
'change of heart, as the principle ot 
a moral change in conduct. He 
‘maintains that salvation is wholly 
of God’s grace, through faith in 
Christ Jesus ; and not of man’s works 
or deservings. He shews the neces- 
sity of an atoning sacrifice to put 
away sip, and exhibits the office ot 
the Holy Spiritin the renewal of 
the soul and the reformation of the 
character. He holds the necessity 
of good works, notas the precursors 
‘of taith, or the procuring cause ot 
salvation, but as the necessary re- 
/sult and evidence of faith implanted, 
‘and salvation bestowed. An evan 

'gelical minister is himself the subjec: 


,and the example of the truths he 


Religion is with him in 
of hearsay, but of per- 


| preaches, 
matter, not 
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sonal experience. Being ‘‘ moved, 
by the Holy Spirit” 
him the sacred oflice. 
on that Divine Agent for the success \ 
of his commission, and the recep- 
tion of the doctrines which he de- 
livers. He is described in Scrip- 
ture as ‘‘a fellow-labourer together 
with God,’ and his business ts * to 
gather into the fold of Christ the 
wandering sheep of his flock out of 
this naughty world.” He knows, 
that since the fall, “the whole 
world lieth in ** wickedness,”’ in the 
— = death of sin, under the 
bonda lage of satan, and yet uncon- 
scious “of their state ; and that ‘ the 
earnal mind is enmity to Ged and 
opposed toall his gracious dispen- 
sations ;”’ and, therefore, he willingly 
submits to be misunderstood and | 
proached, hike bis Divine Master, | 
in his efforts to bring men to the} 
knowledce of the truth, and to turn 
them from the power of satan unto | 
God. He preaches the duties of 
the Christian as distinctly and mi- 
nutely as his privilegs; not shrink- 
ing from the constant declaration, 
that they who have believed should 
be zealous to maintain good works, 
and that Christ died expressly to 
purify to himselfa people zealous of 
them. I will only add, that he 
practises what he preaches ; that 
‘*he renounces the pomps and vani- 
ties of this wicked world, and all the 
sinful lusts of the flesh; that he 
believes all the articles of the Chris- 
tian faith : and that he strives to 
keep God’s holy will and command- | 
ments, and to walk in the same all 
the days ot his hife.” 
— 
E TRANSLATOR. 
EPIPHANY. 
Jesus Christ called the shepherds 
to his manger, as the first fruits of the 
Jews. The slight noise oceasioned 
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by their arrival, seemed emblematic 
ot the confined effects of his 


advent 
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He afterwards 
e. the Pagans to 


upon their nation, 


Magi, 
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jus to christianity. 





The Epiphany. 


JULY, 


his cradle. He thus, from the first, 


to take upon | |! exhibited on a small seale, all the 
he depends | fruits and effects of his mission.— 


These Magi came’ with parade and 
noise. They stirred up Jerusalem, 
and troubled Herod; for it was the 
conversion of the Pagans, that, by its 
loud report, especially disturbed the 
world, and excited against the church 
the fury of the people and the peiicy 
of the emperors. What would be 
the present state of the world, but 
tor this vocation ? And, as we tormed 
apart of that Pagan world, since 
called to the true faith, what would 
we ourselves now be? Let us con- 
vey ourselves back in imagination to 
that awful state. Let us consider it 
in those nations whom Ged still leaves 
in thick darkness-; the Chinese. the 
Indians, and the inhabitants of the 
New World. Let us say to ourselves, 
behold the condition trom which God 
has rescued us. Behold what we 
should now be if he had left us to 
ourselves! And let us strive to 
bring into action the gratitude so 
justly due to God, for having called 
We must not 
imagine that God regarded only the 
Magi, in calling them to his manger. 
He had reference to all those to whom 


‘he should afterwards communicate 


| 


the light of his gospel. Let us then 
be guided by the spirit of the church 
in renewing within ourselves this 
day the gratitude we owe to God for 
this unparalled grace.* 

IJ. If ever the power of grace 
was visible on any occasion, we may 
say it was in the calling of the Magi. 
These Magi were doubtless not the 
only witnesses of that miraculous star 


| which appeared at the birth of Jesus 
Christ. 


Why then made itso slight 
and 


an impression on all the other. 
and 


so powerful a one on the minds 


* What better proof can we give of our 
gratitude than to employ our prayers, our 


| influence, and our substance, in aid of these 


institutions established for the extension of 
the light of the gospel, and the Kingdom of 
the Redeemer among allnations? ‘Tr. 





OwJe 


hearts of these persons ? 


light, they were touched and pene- 
trated by a particular light, which 
possessed itself of their minds and 
hearts. How influential must have 
been that light, to induce them 
abandon their country, to expose 


themselves to strangers, to announce |) 


toa king exercising a cruel policy, 


tidings so unwelcome as the birth of | 
another king, to manifest no fear of | 


the contempt of some and the vio- 
lence of others, to bear witness to the 
truth in a city so disposed to evil as 
Jerusalem ; and to trust themselves 
simply to the guidance of God, in so 
perilous an expedition! With an 
heroic courage they nevertheless 
executed it; and experienced that | 
protection from God, in which they 
had confided. The star they had 
seen in the east appeared to them 
again, and conducted them to the cra- 
dle of their new-born king. ‘There 


they found an infant in poverty and |} 


wretchedness, and in him they re- 
cognized and adored the king of the 
world and the God of the universe. 
Grace is notso visible in all the elect 
but it 1s not the less real or affective. 
NICOLE, 
—s 
ON THE FEAR OF MAN. 


Of the Evidences and’Effects of the Fear of Man. 


to | 





CHAP. If. 
Of the Evidences and Ejfects of 
Fear of Man. 

1. The timerous man is not easi- 
ly convinced of the truth. Even 
though it be presented to him with 
the clearest evidence, he opposes to 
it, doubts and scruples, fearing lest, 
by too open a confession, he subjects 
himself to hatred and persecution. 

2. He is never so inclined to 
raise objections as with regard to 
that which most nearly concerns the 
glory of God. 

When, at length, he is convinc- 
ed of the truth, he is unwilling to 
confess it before men ; or if he does 


o 


3 


the | 





so, it is only among those who love 
it: hut in presence of its enemies he « 


30% 


because, , conceals it, or — of itin such 
besides that common and _ geveral|| doubtful terms as 


to leave them in 
| uncertainty respecting his opinion, 
|He is so careful in the combina- 
| tion of words, that he can al- 
| ways place upon them a favoura- 
| ble construction and thus never incur 
| exposure, 

| 4. When, however he 
‘avoid rendering homage 


his 


cannot 
to the truth, 
he applies the utmost care so to re- 
strict it, that it may appear tolera- 
ble to its very enemies. 

The timerous man confesses 
openly the truth when he finds him- 
a supported by human authority ; 
i.e. when some one of unspotted 
suiabiiian and great erudition sup 
ports the same cause. He is more 
careful to establish himself upon a 
series human testimonies, thau 
upon the word of God itself, and 
thinks he has aright to do so, ~ 
cause the contfessors of the truth hav 
sometimes stlene ed their oppone om 
by arguments drawn from a similar 
source. 

6. When duty calls him to the 
performance of a good deed, he does 
not engage init at once, with a sim- 
ple reliance upon God, but seeks the 
countenance of powerful protectors. 
No sooner does he behold the tem- 
pest arising, and the waves agitated, 
than he fle es, and looses all he had 
acquired. 

7. He always finds something 
worthy of blame in the exertions of 
the faithful. Now he is in fear ;— 
‘they go too far” says he. Again, 
finding nothing to complain of in the 
thing itself, he considers the manner 
of doing it, or pretends it was not 
done at a convenient season. He 
always discovers some difficulty, tho” 
his own want of faith be the only one 
existing. 

8. He is readily disposed to cre- 
dit every false report against the 
faithful servants of God, and, as his 
own heart weak, he earnestly 
busies himself with advising them 
to have a care of themselves. ‘Thus 


5. 


of 


Is 
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with his prudence he abates and de- 
stroys the fire of their faith. 

9. He likes it not that the minis- 
ters of the altar should make the ap- 
plication of theirsermons too pointed, 
nor that they should display too | 


Of the Evidences and Effects of the Fear of Man: 
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bour when he swerves from the path 
of virtue, he says, “ God is so merci- 
ful, that he will doubtless reclaim him 
in due time.” 

19. In discoursing upon the truth: 
of our holy religion, he says, “ they 





great strictness in the’ fulfilment of 
their duties. 
10 He is disposed to envy when | 
he sees the young labouring with an | 
active faith. ‘* These things,”’ says | 
he, ‘ pertain not to them; they | 
should leave them to persons of 
vreater talents and experience.” 

11. He represents as presumptuous, | 
obstinate, and proud, those who, | 
with liberal and sincere minds, over- | 
come every obstacle ; or, he ap 
proves the unjust sentence, when 
judgment is thus passed upon them. | 

12. The timerous minister re- | 
proves with vehemence, the hum- | 
bler ranks of society, but when he} 
addresses an assembly of the great! 


} 


are above the capacity of the hear. 
ers.’ If he preaches upon external 
conduct, he deems it of little impor- 
tance, or says, ‘‘ we must not begin 
with things external.” 
Dra. NAUDI, or MALTA. 
Messrs. Ecttors :—'The following 
Prayer is from a collection of ““God- 
ly Prayers,” at the end of the Psal- 
ler, in an edition of the Liturgy, 
imprinted at London, by Robert 
Barker, 1642, six years before 
| Charles I. was beheaded. The on- 
ly liberties taken by the transcriber, 
| are the alteration of the obsolete or- 
|thography, some changes in the 
/punctuation, and the substitution of 





} 
| 





and titled, his mouth, on this score, || the President of the United States, 


is closed. 


|| and the two Houses of Congress, for 


13. The pulpit is the timid preach- |! King Charles, his Counsellors, &e. 


ers fortress. When it afterwards’ 
appears his duty to speak openly in| 
society, and bear witness to the’ 
truth, saying, ‘‘ thou art the man,”’ | 
he becomes pliable and courteous. | 
14. Ifhe hears profane and foolish | 
conversation, he is silent, and, if ut-| 
tered by a man of rank, he smiles: 
approbation. | 
15. Above all, the timerous man 
in every thing shuns singularity. | 
16. Occasionally he desires to do | 
something for God’s glory, but com- | 
paring it with what the world may | 
sav, he quickly abandons the pro- | 
jected work. 
17. He cautiously avoids familiar | 
and frequent communion witb the) 
faithful, who are despised by the’! 
world ; or, if he desire it, it is by) 
night and in secret. He is anxious 
not to be seen with them in public, | 
and fixes upon some place of meeting | 
where he may see them without fear | 
liscovery. 


53. Instead of reproy ing his neigb- j 


! 


> 
syt i 


it will doubtless be acceptable to the 
|lovers of our incompatible Service 


Book; and if it fall sufficiently 
within the plan of your Miscellany, 


| to obtain an insertion, I will tran- 


scribe some others and forward them. 
NOSTREBOR. 

O most mighty God, and merciful 
loving Father, I, wretched sinner, 
come unto Thee, in the name of thy 
dearly beloved son, Jesus Christ. my 
only Saviour and Redeemer: and [ 
most humbly beseech thee, for his 
sake, tobe merciful unto me, and to 


| cast all my sins out of thy sight and 


remembrance, through the merits of 
bis bloody death and passion. 

Pour upon me, O Lord, the holy 
spirit of wisdom and grace. Govern 
and lead me by thy holy word, that 
it may be a lantern unto my feet, and 
alight unto my steps. Shew thy 
mercy upon me, and so lighten the 
natural blindness and darkness of my 
heart, through tby grace, that I may 
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daily be renewed by the same spirit 
and grace; by the which, UO Lord, 
purge the grossness of my hearing 


and understanding, that L may pro-- 


fitably read, hear, and understand 
thy word and heavenly will, believe 
and practise the same in my life and 
conversation, and evermore 


life. 


that my life may express my faith 
in thee. Mercitully hear the bumble 


peace all my days. 


all assaults, temptations accusations, 
subtle baits and sleights of that old 


ing lion, ever seeking whom he may 
devour. 

And here, O Lord, I prostrate, 
with a most humble mind, erave of 
thy divine majesty, to be merciful 
unto the universal church of thy son 
Christ. And according tomy boun- 
dea duty, I beseech thee, for his 
sake, to bless, save, and defend thy 
servant the President of these Unit- 
ed States. Increase in his heart true 
faith, godly zeal and love of the Sa- 
viour. Grant him along, prosperous 
and honourable life upon earth, a 
blessed end, and life everlasting. 

Moreover, O Lord, grant unto our 


Senate and House of Representa- | 
tives, and all the members of thy. 


church, that they, and we, in our 
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faith 
hoid | great mercy, keep us in the same 
fast that blessed hope of everlasting | 
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} several callings, may truly and god- 
hiy serve thee. Plant in our hearts 
true fear and honour of thy name, 
obedience to our rulers, and love to 
lucrease in us true 
and religion, replenish our 
minds with all goodness, and, of thy 


till the end of our lives. Give unto 


| usa godly zeal in prayer, true hu- 
Mortify and kill all vice in me, | 


mility in prosperity, perfect patience 


(in adversity, and continual joy in 
the Holy Ghost. 

suit of thy servant, aud grant me thy | 
Graciously par- | 
don mine infirmities, and defend me | 
in aji dangers of body, goods, and | 
mame; but chiefly my soul against | 


And, lastly, | commend unto thy 


‘fatherly protection, all that thou hast 


given me, as Wife, children, and ser- 
vants. And me, O Lord, that | may 
govern, nourish and bring them up 
in thy fear and service. And, for- 


'asmuch as in this world. | must al- 
enemy of mankind, Satan, that roar- | 


ways be at war and strife, not with 


‘one sort of enemies, but with an in- 
| finite number : 
| and blood, but with the Devil which 
| is the prince of darkness, and with 
| wicked men, executors of his most 
‘damuable will; grant me, therefore, 
i thy grace, that, being armed with 
thy defence, | may stand in the bat- 
‘tle with an invincible constancy, 
against all corruption, which | am 


not only with flesh 


encompassed with on every side, 


until such time as I have ended the 


combat, which, during this life, I 
imust sustain; that, in the end, f 


! . . 
| may attain thy heavenly rest, which 
ts : nt 
vis prepared for me and all thine 


elect, through Christ onr Lord and 
only Saviour. Amen. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE, 


From the London Missionary Register. 


‘Lhe following account of the Syrian Church, 


will no doubt be read with peculiar inte- | 


rest by all those who are acquainted with 
the christian researches of Dr. Buchan- 
an. 
promote the renovation and prosperity of 


that distant, and until lately, to us un- | 
known section of our venerable Apostol- i 
of the |; 


ick Church, and the intelligence 


Vor. [V....No. XII 17 


Every thing that is calculated to | 


progressive march of evangelical relig:on 

among them, cannot i.:1 of calling into 

exercise, the liveliest emotions of thank- 
fulness, to the great head ot the Church, 
for his protecting care of that portion of 
his vineyard, 

The christian reader will not, we believe, 
be displeased with the length of the arti 
cle, although it will exclude from our pa 
ves some 


domestic tntellizence 
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INDIA WITHIN THE GANGES. 
TRAVANCORE. 

CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
Visit of a Military Officer to the Syrian 
Mission. 

A volume has dately appeared under 
the following titl—‘* Diary of a Tour 
through Southern India, Egypt, and Pales- 
tine,in the Years 1821 and 1822; bya 
Field Officer of Cavalry.” A Visit ofa 
fortnight, paid by this Christian Soldier to 
the Syrian Church, is described in so lively 
a manner, and makes the reader familar || 
with so many circumstances and characters || 


of perpetual recurrence in the reports of the |) 


Mission, that we have extracted nearly the 
whole of this part of the narrative: it can- 
not failto confirm and extend the interest 
already so generally felt in the revival of 
the Syrian Church. 


The Travancore Back-water. 

Feb. 16, 1821—I embarked, 
Quilon, in the evening, in a boat, on 
the great Back-water. This Back- 
water is a remarkable feature in the 
geography of ‘l'ravancore and Coch- | 
in ; itis an immense narrow sheet 
of water ; navigable, though shallow 
in mavy parts; andextending from 
near ‘l'rivanderam on the south, to 
Trichoor on the north : it was near- 
ly parallel with the ocean, into 
which it has several openings ; and 
receive such a number of mountain | 
streams, that, in the rainy season, 
its waters are fresh, though at other 
times it is supplied by the sea ; its 
breadth and shape are extremely ir- 
regular. 

Allee. 

Feb. 17—After a pleasant trip of 
17 hours, we were landed at the 
Rev. Mr. Norton’s (the Missionary ) 
house at Allepie; having passed 
by means of connected streams and |) 
inlets of the sea, through a country 
invariably low and flat, but covered, 
in many places, with superb crops 
o* rice. 

Feb. 19—I did not leave Al'epie till 
half-past-ten, having been to visit Mr. 
Norton’s Schools. They have not 
made the progress which might have 
been expected,as he experiences con- 
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siderable difficulty in inducing the 


Natives to send their children, from 
a report, which the Koman Catholics 


of the neighbourhood have sedulous- 
ly spread, that he means to send 
them, when educated, off to Eng- 
land ; and nothing is too absurd or 
improbable to be credited among 
these poor people, especially when 
it accords with their own ideas and 
prejudices. 

Mr. Norton has built an excellent 
Church by subscription, close to his 
own house ; and seems to labour, with 
‘undiminished zeal, under his disat- 

vantages. Allepie being a place of 
great resort ainong the Arabs, who 
come principally in search of teak 
timber. Mr. Norton has found means, 
through them, of disposing of a con- 





{| siderable number of Arabic Bibles ; 


and in that light, it may hereafter 
become an important Station. 

Dr. Preadergast, the new Catho- 
lic Bishop of Verapoly, and Apos- 
tolic Vicar of the Pope, was at Alle- 
‘pie, on a pastoral visit to that part 
of his flock ; but I did not see him. 
‘He is said to be very unpopular a- 
mong them, from having preached 





! 





| 


| 





plainly and openly against the wor- 
| ship of images ; and for recommen- 
‘ding those “who can, to read their 
| Bibles. 

Arrival at Cotym. 

I embarked in a canoe, hollowed out 
of a single teak tree, having in it a 
comfortable covered cabin, and con- 
| taining fourteen persons beside my- 
self. After a five hour’s sail and 
row, through a country very similar 
‘in appearance to that between Qui- 
lon and Allepie, we came in sight of 
‘the several houses of the Mission- 
‘aries at Cotym, erected on some ri- 
'|sing grounds, at no great distance 
| from each other ; and, soon after, we 
discovered an ancient Church on 
our right hand, in a romantic situ- 
ation among the trees, and slightly 


elevated above the valley, through 


| which flows the stream that we were 
(ascending. A little further to the 


~ Rep ee 





; 
I 
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left, and in the valley, was the Sy- 
rian College. 

I landed about half-a-mile from 
Mr. Fenn’s house, aud proceeded to- 
ward it on foot; but, before | enter- | 
ed his grounds, he came himself to | 
meet me, and gave me a Christian | 
welcome. He, with Messrs. Bailey | 
and Baker, are Clergymen of the | 
Church of England sent out, by its | 
peculiar Missionary Society, to the | 
Syrians of Malabar. I hope to pass | 
neara fortnight ia this very interes- | 
ting country. 





Cotym Church, and Syrian Worship. | 
Feb. 20, 1821—1L accompanied | 
Messrs. Fenn and Baker, to the Sy- | | 
rian Church, at the village of Cotym; 
where we found them employed in | 
celebrating their religious rites ; and | 
preparing for a feast, in commemo- | 
ration of an ancient Bishop from |! 
Antioch, who, after having render- | 
ed them essential services, died, and 
was buried there. The feast, at! 
least, was an imitation of better| 
times; for it consisted in large 
quantities of rice and other food, for 
all the poor who chose to come for | 
it. 
On arriving at the Church, the} 
Metropolitan, Mar Dionysius, re- | 
ceived us ina small room leading 
into it, and serving as the habita- 
tion of one of its Catanars, ‘The 
Metran’s appearance is pleasing and 
dignified, and his address good ; he 
seems to be about forty, or forty-two, 
y ears ofage—has a fine countenance, || 
(evidently not of Indian origin,) ex- 
pressive of mild good sense ; yet | 
with a meek subdued look, which tn- 
stantaneously bespeaks our natural 
sympathy and affection. 
ved me with kindness, shaking me | 
by the hand; and I hope my man- | 
ner expressed the respect which I 
felt for all that I had heard of his 
real worth. After a short conver- 
gation, we went up stairs intoa 
gallery, which overlooked the inter- 
ior of the Church, and in which we 











| 
| 
| 
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found Alexandreas, one of the most 
respectable Catanars, who almost 
immediately alluded to the great 
loss which the Syrians had sustained 
in the retirement of their revered 
a2 Colonel Munro, trom pub- 
lic affairs. in the meantime, the peo- 
pie Were assembling for Divine Wor- 
ship, while the Catanars were put- 
tingon their robes in sight of the 


Whole Church, and ina way that 


evinced much want of order and de- 
corum. After the Service had com- 


| menced, they were all more atten- 
jtive. ‘Fhe pertormance of it very 
| much resembled that of the Romish 


Superstitions ; but, toward the close 
[ was delighted to find that they 
|read a portion of the New ‘Testa- 
ment, in Malayalim, the vernacular 
'| tongue of the Syrians, and the people 
appeared to listen with much atten- 
tion. ‘The Church itself was small, 
but was completely filled. ‘here 
were no images, but some wretched 
daubs of painting over the altar. 


| From the Communion ‘able de- 
| scended a few steps, on which can- 


dlesticks were placed ; and on the 


(| centre of the uppermost step stood 
ila wooden crucifix, the foot of which 


was concealed by a glory, apparent- 
ly of solid silver. In the body of 
the Church was a large silver cross, 
presented lately by the Metran’s 
brother, a rich Syrian. The Me- 
tran himself sat in the gallery with 
us, during the performance of the 
Service, and talked most of the time, 
but alwaysina modest and humble 
manner. This gallery formed part 
of the dwelling place occupied by 
the Catanars of the Church ; and ie 


‘I | not usually considered as belon in 
He recei- || y B06 


to the latter. 


Features of the Syrians. 


Iwas much struck with the dif- 
ference, in colour and feature, be- 
tween some of the Syrians (Jacobite 
Syrians, as they call themselves) 
and the generality of the Natives of 


‘India. Many of the former have 
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noble distinguished features, such as | 


decidedly mark a distinct race ; and, | 
though always respectful, they ex- 
hibited much less servility of man 
ner. 


Character and Employments of 

the Missionaries. 

All the Missionaries and their La- 
dies dined this evening with Mr. and 
Mrs. Fenn, and { wasa delighted 
epectator of their mutual cordiality 
and Christian friendship. It seems, 
indeed, a peculiar blessing trom the 
Aimighty to this failen Church, that 
these whom, 1 hope without being 





presumptuous, We may venture to} 


regard assent to be (‘is honoured | 
insiruments in restoring her to her 
pristine faith, should be all un- 
questionably pious men : surely it is 
an earnest that His blessing will! 
attend their labours. 

In order to prevent confusion, and 
increase their mutual efficiency, they 
"hove, at Mr. Fenn’s suggestion, 
each taken a separate line of usetul- 
ness. Mr. Fenn superintends the 
College and its concerns—Mr. Ba- 
ker, the Schools; and Mr. Bailey 





translates, preaches, and visits the 
Churches. By this exceilent regu- | 


it »ach becomes better master |) Z 
lation, eac MS SS aa of sending them the same book in 
of the business in Its own appoint- || 


ed line—no one interferes with | 
another’s pursuits—and all things 


with unbrokea harmo- | ,... 
are conducted diligently compared them with the nu- 


ny. 


Character of the Actropolitan. | nd 
| exact copies, their joy and venera- 


They speck in high terms of the’ 
Metropolitan’s humility and good 
sense; and they have hopes that the 
work of Divine Grace is really be- 
gun in his heart; particularly since | 


they have reason to believe that he | 


of privaTe prayer—a_ part of reli- | 


does not neglect the important work | 


cious duty which seems to have | 
failen iato alinost general and total | 


disuse among the Syrians. When- |: 


ever the Missionaries express a} 


| do, in a direct manner; as their ob- 
ject is, rather to let improvements 
spring from their suggestions, act- 
ing on the gradually increasing light 
ofhis own mind. Some few ameli- 
orations have been already affected ; 
and, among them, one very impor- 
tant one—the marriage of a large 
| body of the Catanars. In these im- 
provements, the Metran modestly 
declines any share of merit ; openly 
attributing all to the friendly coun- 
sel of the Missionaries, and acknow- 
ledging his own sad ignorance, and 
earnest desire of further light and 
‘instruction. He personally resides 
in the College ; and, every evening, 
| regularly questions the Students as 


' 
} 








| to what they have been learning du- 


| ring the day. 


Regard of the Syrians for the Memory 
of Dr. Buchanan. 

The Syrian Clergy seem to have 
all a great veneration for the name 
of Buchanan; though, for two or 
three years after he left them, they 
| quite execrafed bis memory, in con- 
‘sequence of their hearing no news of 
their ancient and only complete 
‘copy of the Holy Seriptures in 
| manuscript, which they permitted 

him to take away, under a promise 


| 
| 
| 
{ 


{ 


print. Until the printed Scriptures 
arrived, they imagined he had been 
deceiving them; but when they had 


-merous fragments which they still 
possessed, and found them minutely 


tion far exceeded the abhorrence 
which they had lately expressed to- 
wards their benefactor. 
Syran College. 
Feb. 21, 1821—Mr. Fenn conduc- 
ted me, this morning, to the Col- 
lege. It is a handsome building for 


|| this country ; and certainly well a- 


dapted to its present purpose. Its 
form that of a small quadrangle, with 
an open area in the centre ; and out- 


wish, he giadly accedes to it, as far | side the front gate of the building, 
as he is able: but this they seldom but close to it, is the Chapel. The 


5 
Fa 
§ 
| 
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College has two stories; and a aseful, ; large boat presented (o the Miesion 


though very small library, provided | 


chieily at the expense of the Church 
Missionary Society. 


“There are, at present, fourteen | 


Students, destined tor the Sacreu 
Ministry ; besides a considerable 


number of boys, selected from the }| 


Church Schools, and seut here to 
finish their education. ‘The whole 
is yet in its infancy, having been but 
fifteen months in action; but | have 
seldom seen a better promise ol tu- 
ture success than it presents, trom 
three principal causes—the affection 
which the Young Men and Boys e- 
vinee toward their instructor; thei 
strongly expressed desire of learn. 
ing; and his capability of filling the 
situation in wh.ch he takes the 
warmest interest. 

Of the most intelligent and prom- 
ising of the Young Men, named 
Marcus, ! shall probably have oc- 
casion to say more hereafter : to-day 
! saw little of him, except during his 
examination in the rudiments of the 
Latin Grammar: as far as he was 
advanced ia it, he was well inform- 
ed. 

After having examined the Col- 
fegians and boys, whose progress 
must be estimated rather by the 
shortness of time since which they 
have commenced their studies, and 
by other numerous difficulties, than 
by their 
| 


a 


Metropolitan; whom we found in 
his usual robe of crimson silk, with 
an agate cross, suspended from his 
neck by a golden chain, red shoes 
gold or gilt buckles, and his head 
covered witha  peculiarly-shaped 
silk handkerchief, in which numerous 
small crosses were marked. ‘I'he 
erimson robe resembled in shape an 
English Clergymen’s surplice, and 
the dress was certainly handsome. 


Neranum. 

Feb. 22—1 set out this morning, 
in company with Mr. Bailey, to visit 
the principal Churches south of Co- 
tym. We preceeded by water, ina 





actual acquirements, we} 
proceeded to the apartment of the} 


i} 


by the Kanee; and it was manned 
chiefly by Syran rowers. We ar- 
rived at Neranum, which is forty 
wuiles S. by bk. trom Cotym, in the 
,evening. itis one of the largest 
| Churches, and has about 5000 
Christians consected with it. It 
was the usual residence of the Me- 
tran, until he came to live at the 
College. We were accommodated 
lor the bight ina small low room, 
close to the church, and built in the 
shape ol the upper part of the great 
i gateway of a pagoda. 
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+ 
light, and began to ascend the River 
'Pauda; which is a fine sheet of wa- 
ter, Its banks richly covered, down 
to the border of the stream, with 
woods and gardens. — In the woods 
we saw in abundance the cocoa-nut 
aud betel trees, and other species 
of the arica, the mango, banian, jack. 
teak, plantain, pepper, Xc. and a 
variety of piants and trees. with 
Which, being no botanist, | am unac- 
quainted. ‘he river was full of fish: 
the woods, of numerous species ot 
variegated birds, some of themamong 
the most beautilul plumage that |! 
have everseen. Isolated cottages 
among the woods; steps carved rude- 
ly in the rocks, from the river up to 
their doors; women washing ; and 
canoes passing lightly up and doewn- 
(added animation to this beautiful 


| Feb. We re-embarked at day 


‘scene: and its effect was further 
heightened by the brilliant light of 


}an Indian rising sun darting at in- 
‘tervals through the thick foilage 
/of the banian, or gilding the wavs 
| tops of the lofty arica. 


| 
Chenganoor. 


We arrived pleased and gratified. 
and thankful for all, to our gracious 
Father at the village of Chenganoo 
where we breakfasted. It is abou: 
six miles FE. by S. from Neranum. 
That of Chenganoor is among the 





‘most ancient of the Syrian Church. 
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es; but it is not possible to ascertain | 
the Catanars on- 1 


when it was built : 
Jy reply to questions on that head | 


from civility, and by supposition ; as | 


they are all remarkably inattentive 
to, and consequently inaccurate, in| 
the dates which they assigned to most | 
things. 

In the Church were several fool- 
ish and wretchedly-executed daubs, 
painted on the walls ; and, among | 
them, a representation of St. George 
andthe Dragon. 1! 
ihe history of this mis-named Saint, 
whom my countrymen bave so ex- 
traordinarly chosen as their patron ; 


and what they told me of him coin-. 


cided so exactly with the accounts 
given of him in the silly Roman 


Catholic Legends, that, from this and 


seme other circumstances, | should | 

conjecture these paintings, storie “ot 
and many even of the pr resent | 
(hurch Ceremonies and 
sions, to have only existed among | 
them : 
cuese ‘l'yranny. 
what country 
t:eorge to have 
tald me “He came from Rome.” 

We found, on inquiry, that, at this 
Church, they had not yet established 
any School, assigning extreme) 
poverty as the cause: however after 
alittle conversation, they consen 
ted to receive a Schoolmaster; and | 
twenty principal householders agreed 
to contribute each four chuckrams’ 
per month, as his salary. One will 
consequently be sent from Cotym, or 
from some other place ;as there is 
none eligible in this poor village. | 

{ forgot to remark, in my account 

the Church, that on the wall in- 
wide is painted a calendar of their | 
moveable feasts, and the Syrian 
Conlession. 

Thereis a petty native Rajah here, 
whose PALACE is in the village: heis 
about ten years oki: and his people | 
have not persecuted the Christians, 
as has been the case throughout the 
remainder of the country. 

* Achuckram is in value near’y the same 


ESachich nenn 
s ' pes ,. 


as an Englis 


enquired into | 


Proces- | | 


since the times of the Portu- | } 

When I asked of} searcely have thought this visit wor- 
they supposed St. | thy of remark, but from the singu- 
been a native, they , larity of such an event in india, and 


siumary Society. 
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Putlencave 

One mile further up the Panda, 
and on the opposite side to Chenga- 
-noor, is the Church of Callucherri : 
_ and three miles beyond, Puttencave, 
| Where we stopped to dine. The 

Church of the latter is large, and 
| well situated on a_ hill rising from 
] the water’s edge; and the village to 
| which it belongs extends, from the 
| loot of it, some way down the bank 
of the river. 

After dianer,we walked through the 
_ bazar, in whichare none but Chris- 
| tian inhabitants ; and paid a visit to 
| one ol the Catanars and his wile, who 
have been married, under the new 
regulations, about fifteen months. 
\Sheis a young girl, about sixteen 
or seventeen, with a pleasing coun- 
tenance, and dressed witb greater 
| decency than is usual among them ; 
_but was, as may be supposed, not a 
little embarrassed, at having to en- 
tertain the first two Europeans whom 
she had perhaps everseen. i should 


the very + decided proof which it af- 
‘ fords, how free the Syrians are from 
| a prejudice, else so universally pre- 
valent there, of the dishonour sus- 
tained by a man of any rank, should 


his wile chance to be exposed to the 


| 


gaze of a stranger. Most of the Ca- 

tanars are now married: they had 
1 practised celibacy, according to their 
| own account, only since the times of 
| the Portuguese; and they seem sin- 
-cerely glad to have so unnatural and 
unscriptural a practice discontinued. 
' We embarked once more, a little 
| beforedark, meaning to sleep at Ma- 
/ramanna ; but, alter ascending the ri- 
| ver with difficulty about three miles, 
{ it became so shallow, that we de- 
| spaired of getting up any further in 
| our large boat; and theretore decided 
on sleeping in it, and proceeding ina 
, canoe at four o'clock in the morning. 





+ Although we only actually visited this 
one a s wife, we were invited to do 
- others; and all would have looked on 


. 
i! 
is 
ii the visit of an European as an honour. 











Covencherri. 


Feb. 24, 1821—We set out eins’ 
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Marvelicaré 
After breakfast, we continued to 


ding to our intention; and, having | descend the Panda; and, when we 


landed the breakfast things at Mare 
amanna, continued our trip up the 
river, as far as Covencherri, which 
is about ten miles east of Putten- 
cave. ‘Chis church is beautifully situ 
ated among wild scenery of hills 
and woods, and is kept clean aud 
beat. Inside was a wooden image 
of St. Thomas, the first which I had 
noticed among them; and, on re 
marking to the Catanars how sorry 
I was tosee it there, they told me 
that it had been formerly put there 
by the Koman Catholics, and had 
not been removed since ; but that, as 
they did not put the slightest value 
on it, they would have il removed 
immediately. I learned afterwards 
that they were all superstitiously 
atraid of laying hands on it, tor the 
purpose of removal; till one, bolder 
or wiser than the rest, showed them 
the example. 


Maramanna. 

We staid here but a short time; 
and returned two miles down the 
stream to Maramanna, to breakfast. 
The banks of the river, and all the 


had gone about ten miles, entered a 
branch which flows in a southerly 
direction: we followed nearly that 
course until we reached Mavelieart, 
a little belore dark. Weare lodged 
ina gallery, over the west end of the 
Church; and itis by no means an un- 
comlortable apartment. ‘Phe people 
here, as at all the villages, received 
us in a body, with every demonstra- 
tion of kindness, and expressions of 
gratitude for our visit. Perhaps this 
is OWing in a great ineasure, to the 
_Metran’s letters of recommendation 
-but Lam willing to hope that they 
‘are themselves gratified by our com- 





|ing among them. 


Sunday at Mavelicart. 

Feb. 25,1821.—We remained here 
to-day, in order to keep the Sabbath ; 
and do nut intend setting out Ulla 
ter dark. 

When the Syrian Divine Service 


‘of the day was over, in which, for 


scenery between these two places, | 


were truly romantic. The princi- 
pal Catanar of Maramanna Is a very 
respectable man ; much in the habit, 
we were told, of family prayer ; and 


his nephew, also a Catanar, and Mal- | 


pan (or Doctor of Divinity), is a 
young man of abilities, and esteem- 
ed among his countrymen. We had 
a good deal of conversation with him, 


in which he shewed good sense, and | 


some knowledge of Scripture. 
says he is very anxious to learn En- 
glish, and means shortly to go te the 
College, for that purpose ; but as his 
wife has been lately confined, he is 
unwilling to quit her at the present 
moment. This young Malpan’s name 
is Abraham, and the Missionaries 


have hopes that he will turn out a. 
genuine Christian; he certainly seems || 
‘ope of the Catanars ealtled the atter 


well disposed. 





He | 
1 
heard, it not being the custom a- 


y 
i| 
i 
| 
{} 
i} 
} 
I} 
i 


the first time, the rnayrrs, as well 
| as the portions of Scripture, were read 
in the Malayalim tongue, Mr. Bailey 
(went through a part of the English 
Liturgy in the same langnage ; and 
then preached a short Sermon to 
them, on the ninth verse of the 
fourth Chapter of the First Epistle 
of st. John. During the Sermon, 
contrary to their usual custom, they 
were all attention, and crowded one 
upon another, in order to get nearer 
to the Preacher. ‘The Catanars ap- 
peared particularly struck, as much 
with the novelty, as with the inte- 
rest of the scene ; for this was the 
first Sermon which they had ever 


mong them to preach. But Mr. Bailey 
has exhorted them to commence : 
and I trust, iv gime, they will: as 
yet, most of them are too ignorant 
‘themselves of the Scriptures to d 
30. 
Soon alter the Sermon was ended, 
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tion of the people to a Letter from) Manaracah. 

the Metropolitan, torbidding acer-|| March 1—J accompanied Mr. Ba- 
tain individual, who had been guil-)| ker this morning, ona visit to the 
ty of some oilence, the entrance ol | jungle Church of Manaracah ; seated 
any Church for the present. If is, || in a most wild and romantic couautry, 
in facet, a temporary excommunica- | about three hours walk from Cotym. 
tion; but f am unacquainted with | It is only remarkable for its beautiful 


the merits of the case. | 

‘The men and women are always, 
in separate parts of the Church; but, | 
with this exception, there is little | 
decorum. Nevertheless, it was ve-| 
ry remarkable, how different the at-| 
tention of the people was during the 
Malayalim Prayers, from what they | 
evinced during the few prayers which | 
were yet recited in Syriac. The’ 
translation of our Liturgy into Ma- | 
tavalim is nearly completed. | 

Several of the Syrians called on! 
Mr. Bailey in the afternoon : and one_ 
or two of them, entering on the sub.- | 
ject of his Sermon, recapitulated to. 
him the whole scope of it; and ob- | 
served, how much happier their bre- | 
thren at Cotym were, who would have | 
such frequent opportunities of hear- | 
tng him preach. 


Previous to quitting Mavelicari,. 
we had much and interesting con- || 


versation with the Catanar, who had 
read the prayers in Malayalim, on> 
religious topics. He appeared to. 
take a real interest'in what was said, | 
but rather listened than spoke much: | 
what he did say, was appropriate and | 
pleasing. 
School at Cotym. 
Feb. 28, 1821—-We could not leave | 
Munro Island yesterday until past 
eleven, owing to the delays of our 


voatmen ; and it took us nearly 24) 


hours to return to Cotym. In the al- 
ternoon, I went to visit Mr. Baker’s 
School, which is evidently in good 
order, and well attended to ; but has 
not yet been a sufficient time estab- 
lished, to produce any thing remark- 
able. Several of the boys, however, 


shewed marks of intelligence; and, 
above all, of willingness to learn. | 
was surprised to see two little girls 
among them, as that is quite a novel- 
‘ve in India, 





| situation ; but we were much pilea- 


sed with our reception, and glad to 
find that the Natives seemed as 
/much pleased with our visit. 


Visit from the Metropolitan. 

| On our return, we dined with Mr. 
jand Mrs. Bailey: and, in the eve- 
‘ning, the Metropolitan came to us in 
State ; which he had kindly consen- 
| ted to do, in order to afford me the 
' gratification of seeing him in his pon- 
'tifical robes. He wears a mitre on 
|these occasions ; and the pastoral 
/crook, or crozier, is carried betore 
‘him. The latter is of a very an- 
\cient form, having the top orna- 
mented with gold. and the staf! made 
of polished black wood, with a stripe 
of silver descending spirally from the 
top to the bottom. Alter a short 
time he took off most of his robes, 


crimson silk. 

He sat and conversed with us for 
about an hour ; end confirmed me in 
ithe impression which L had before 

received of him—that of his being a 
| Gentleman and an humble Christian. 
| He spoke in terms of warm gratitude 
| of the benefits conterred on his peo- 
'ple and himself by the English Na- 
| tion; and more especially by the ex- 
‘cellent Colonel Munro, who seems 
beloved by them all. He allowed, 
unreservedly, the state of wretched 
ignorance in which the Syrians are 
plunged : and since the arrival of the 
' Missionaries, he found, from his con- 
versation with them, that he had 
every thing to learn—all was new to 
him. Heappeared particularly plea- 
sed with the well known saying, 
which | begged Mr. Fenn to explain 
to him, of our revered Sovereign, whe 
wished that every man in his domi- 
nions “might be able to read his 
Bible, and have a Bible to read” 


| 
| 





and kept. on only the usual one of 
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When he at length retired, the three 
Missionaries accompanied him to his 
palankeen,* with the greatest respect 
and deference ; by which, and simi- 
jar means, they render him venerable 
in the eyes of his people, trom the 
honour which the notice of Euro- 
peans in this country always confers : 


and thus, through his influence, they |, 


will be able to introduce gradually 

into the Syrian Church, amendments 

correspondent with its gradual in- 

crease in the knowledge of the Gos- 

pel. 

Commiltee Meeting of the Missionaries. 
March 2—l accompanied § Mr. 


Fenn to the weekly meeting tor! 


Committee business of the three 
Missionaries, at which the Metro- 
politan also attends. It opened with 
an earnest prayer to God, by Mr. 
Baker, for His gracious help, and 
for the influence of His Spirit, in 
guiding thei: counsels and labours, 
with a single view to his Glory. 
The Metropolitan took his share in 
the deliberations. 

W hen the business was concluded, 
the Missionaries and I adjourned to 
the Chapel belonging to the College, 
and there partook of the most holy 
and blessed Sacrament. previously 
to my leaving them—it may be for 
ever in this world ; for 1 intend, with 
God’s blessing, to recommence my 
journey after dark ; and Mr. Fenn 
will accompany me on a visit to 
Cochin, and the northern division 
of the Syrian Churches. As soon 
as the Service was over, 1 went 
once more to hear the students and 
boys of the college examined, and 
was pleased at their correctness as 
far as they had gone. 

Final Interview with the Metropolitan. 

We then visited the Metropolitan ; 
and it was not without some emotion 
of sorrow, that I finally quitted this 
venerable man. He received me, 
as before, in his little bed-room; the 


* This palankeen was a pr *sentfrom the Ranee 


of Travuncore, and is considered asa mark of dis | 


tinction. 
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furniture of which consisted simply 
Ol a bed, three chairs, a very small 
table, a wooden chest, and a brass 
lamp: from the canopy of his bed, 

“some dresses ol ceremony were ban- 

ging on a cord, anda very few books 

lay on the chest opposite the one 
small window. 

Besides this little room, he has one 
| other, not much larger, which is near- 
‘ly empty. Such, | pictured to my- 
lself, the abode of an Archbisbop in 
| the primitive ages of the Church, be- 
| fore the progress of society and civi- 
lization had effected a corresponding 
| change. 
| Our conversation was short, con- 
sisting mainly of mutual good wish- 
|es: but, belore | went, he expressed 
(a wish to have from England a print 
ol George the Third ; and entrusted 
ine With a commission, with which 
| l was happy to be charged, of con- 

veying a copy of the printed New 

Testament in Syriac, with a few 
lines on the first blank leaf, in bis 
own hand-writing, to the Patriarch 
of Antioch : and this 1 am to deliver 
personally, if possible, on my inten- 
ded over-land journey to Europe. 
We then parted. May our heavenly 
Father bless him, and bestow on him 
a knowledge of the Sacred Volume, 
commensurate with his deep and un- 
affected humility and kindness ! and 
may he become a light, burning and 
shining amid the spiritual darkness 
of this long-neglected oflspring of the 
| Church of Antioch! 


Departure from Cotym. 


Afier dining with Mr. Baker, I 
| took my leave of the Missionaries 
| and their ladies; whom, and especi- 
| ally my amiable hostess Mrs. Fenn, 
|, T shall ever remember with sincere 
| esteem and affection. Then accom- 
| panied by Mr. Fenn, and by Marcus, 
| the Student, whose name has been 
mentioned before, I descended the 
Cotym Hills. We = stepped once 
‘more into the Mission-boat, and set 
off on our tour. 


OO 
we 


—— 
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Cochin. 

March 4, 1821, Sunday—Mr. Fenn 
preached an excellent Sermon to us 
at the Church of Cochin, but there 
were not above thirty people pre- 
seut; the others, consisting mostly 
of country-born persons, having gone 
to a great Roman Catholic Festiva! 
in the neighbourhood ; the Church 
being very large, and capable prob. 
able of accommodating 100U persons, 
looked sadly empty. 

Reception at Mamelicherry. 

March 6—We reached furovan 
to breakfast. Here we mei the prin 
cipal Malpan of the College of Co 
tyin: he is an active intelligent man; 
well versed, as Mr. Fenn assures me, 
in the Scriptures. 
us irom Mamelicherry, to which 
place he escorted us after breakfast, 


as he himself officiates as one of its! 


Caianars. On arriving at the land 


ing-ylace (for all our visits to the) 
Syrians are stil! made by water) we | 
sort | 


found that he meant to give us a 

of public reception. We were wel- 
comed by a crowd of Syrians, with 
two or three most ancient matchlocks | 
amvuny them, which they fired on our | 
landing ; and a small troop of boys, || 
armed with swords and shields, pre- | 
ceded us with a measured step, gui- | 
ded by a tune, which one sang and | 
the others repeated in chorus, while. 


their instructor in this Pyrrhit | 
Dance.* animated and encouraged | 
them with coascious satistaction. | 


On arriving at a favourable spot of 
ground, we halted tor a few minutes 
while two of the boys, together with | 


their master, perlormed some feats | 


oj activity, which were no ways re- 
markable. ‘The dance was then re- 
sumed, and continued till we reach- 
ed the Church: on which hall-a-do- | 
zen iron pots, filled with gunpowder, 
were discharged and made about as | 
much noise as those in St. James’ 
Park. 

1 have nner these trifies | 
nat, trom its 


*[ venture tot tow this 


greater r-4 sembiar ce to ee rtier Fextant of 
the celebrated dance of the M: oman Werrwrs of 
Alexander,tbanto any other with which | am ac- 
jvaunted, 


name up 


svert 
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mainly to give some faint idea of the 
customs oj the Natives ; and, though 
we may esteem them somewhat ri- 
diculous in themselves, and incon- 
sistent with the grave reception due 
o a Christian Minister, still we were 
gratified with the intention, and 
could not but be pleased with the 
evident and invariable good-will of 
this interesting peuple. 


Influence of the Principal Malpan. 

We remained till evening at 
Mamelicherry ; and during our stay, 
couversed much wiih the Malpan ; 
he is a great advocate for the duty 
ot frequent fasting, and does not give 

















He came to meet | 


| his unqualified assent to the measure 
, ol allowing the Catanars to marry, 
although he never openly opposes it ; 
and cannot deny, that the last Bish- 
op who visited them from Antioch, 
about 60 years ago, insisted on if, 
aud actuaily compelled the four 
Malpans of his time to take wives. 
| ‘Phis Malpan’s authority and in- 
| uence in the Syrian Church are very 
| considerable, as he is much wer 
| ted for his talents and learning: i 

deed his very obstinacy is useful “4 
the Missionaries; because, as they 
| never even suggest any improve- 
| ments ‘without consulting him, nor 
,adopt any without his concurrence, 
| they are sure of never doing too much, 
‘or ol advancing beyond the present 
light and knowledge which ‘the Sy- 





| rians possess. 


| Improvements in the Syrian Church. 


1) 


The foliowing are the four main 
improvements, which have been ef- 
tected with general approbation, or 
| at least without any dislike having 

os openly manifested :— 
| ‘The Marriage of the Clergy. 
| 2 ‘The Removal of all Images 
| 


from the Churches. 

The reading a portion of the 
| Scriptures, every Sunday, in the Ma- 
la a 

The opening of Schools, at- 
tached to most of the Churches. 

‘These reforms may be safely con- 
sidered as general in spirit; al- 


| 


| 
! 
| 








1823. 


though, in fact, from the remoteness | 


of some of the Charches; and the | 


short space ol time which has elapsed | 
since the returms commenced, they 
cannot be yet said to be in universal 
veneration: in a very few more 


‘ , . ome 
months, with God’s blessing, I have | 
' now beloved benefactor, 


no doubt they will be eatirely so. 
Among partial amendineats may 


be reckoned—a decreasing estima- 


tion, in the eyes of the priacipat cler- | 
gy, of pomp and ceremony —a desire, | 
openly manifested, to study the | 
Seriptures—and humble acknuw- | 
ledgement of the dreadful state of| 
ignorance in which they are plun-| 
ged—zratitude towards those who! 

are assisting in rescuing them [rom | 


it—and a greater regard to cleanii- | i 


‘ 


ness and decency of apparel. 

Since all this has been aifected, | 
through the Divine permissinn, in| 
the short space of four years, (w hen | 
Mr. Bailey, tbe first Missionary, set-' 
tled among them,) can we doubt, IL 
would say it with humble revereuce, | 
but that it seems to be our God’s| 
good pleasure, that this once flour- 


ishing Church should be restored— / 


| 
soouer, possibly, than many may be | 
| profess Romanisin ; but the Church 


aware of ? . 
One pleasing feature in the Cha-_ 


racter of the Syrians, | have as yet 


neglected to bring forward—I mean | 


the great reverence which they 
shew towards their aged parents and | 
relatives. Even the Malpan could | 
never be prevailed on to sit in his 
uncle’s presence ; and I witnessed a 
similar feeling, in several other in- | 
stances. 
Testimony to Dr. Buchanan. 

In short, though they are in alow. 
state of ignorance, and shew little | 
sense of morality and religion, they 
have sufficient redeeming qualities, 
to excite a lively interest in all who 
have seen and known them. I my- 
self went among them, prejudiced | 
both against them, and against what | 
a great and good man had previous- | 
ly written concerning them. With 


Dr. Buchanan’s account of them in 
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'my hand, | went where he went, and 
| sometimes where he went not ; and 
I seize with pleasure this opportunity 
| of vifering the testimony of an indi- 
| vidual, who has been au eye-wituess 
jto most of what has been asserted 
on this head by the first friend, and 
of the ne- 
glected Syrians. 

In the evening we took a friendly 
leave of the Malpan, who ac COM pas 
and set olf ouce 
more on our travels. 

Udiampoor—Candenade. 

March 7, 1821—We breakfasted 
at Moluodurte, and ascended the ri 
ver to Carangacherry. 

We passed the Church of Udiam- 
poor, once celebrated lor the Synod 
held there, at which the Portuguese 
Archiishop Menezes destroyed all 
the Syrian Manuscripts which he 
could collect, with the exception of 
the Bible, which he ordered to be 
corrected according to the reading 
of the Lattan Vuigate: our friend 
Marcus observed, that a Divine 


| judgment seemed ever since to rest 


upou the place, fur they had now no 
worship there at all: the inhabitants 


is almost in ruins, and they have no 
Priest ; the justness of Marcus’s ob- 
servation is, of course, not to be de 
| tended; but it is curious, 48 shewing 
the light in which the Syrians still 
regard the transactions of those days. 
| We had some difficulty in reach- 
ing Carangacherry, even in our Cae 
noe: and the men who rowed us, 


1 all volunteers on the occasion, were 


| far more attentive to Mr. Fenn’s 


discourse, than to their work ; and 


the case being so, we were w ell con- 
‘tent to move a little more slow ly. 


| . - 
' At last we arrived there, staid about 


an hour, and then returned to Can- 


| denade, 


Of all the Syrian villagers whom 
_Lhave seen, those of Candenade ; leas 
sed me the most—there appeared io 

i'them so much caudour, intelligence, 
‘and confidence: and their School 


o . th 
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was in better order than any other : 
it was the principal place of abode 
of the late Metropolitan; and the in- 
habitants live in more comfort and 
happiness than else-where. 

Visit to the Vicar- Apostolic of Vera- 

* poli. 


March 8—Y esterday, between ten | 
and eleven, we reached Verapoli. 


The e we stopped to call on the Ko- 
man Apostolical Vicar and Bisiup, 


Dr. Prendergast—by birth, as bis) 
| back— Novum ‘Tlestamentum, Li- 


name indicates, an Irishman; and 
never was there one whose charac- 
ter seemed more genuinely national : 
he reminded us of an Irish Gentle- 
man of the days that are past; nor 
did his tall form appear the less pic- 
turesque for being concealed in the 
loose folds’and course drapery of a 


Carmelite Friar, to which Order he | 
His welcome was really || | 
t for the Roman Syrians, containing 
| about 14 students ; and another for 


belongs. 
Hibernian : he seemed to open to us 
his house and his heart. ‘I'he 
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faith, vhich he will thus be instru- 
mental in propagating ! 

As soon as our frugal breakfast 
was over, we adjourned to the Li- 


books, chiefly on polemical divinity, 
in an almost ruinous state. ‘There 
were several heretical works; but I 
was not a little surprised, and indeed 
shocked, to see among them a New 
Testament in Portuguese, with a ter- 
rible mark of the Inquisition on its 


ber Prohibitus.” Hardly believing it 





| ges. 


the Inquisition, now no longer very 
formidable to a British officer in In- 
dia, to open it and read a few passa- 
Several old English Divines 
were there, in folio, with tbe same 
mark, ** Liber Prohibitus.” 

There is a college at Verapoli, 





warmth and friendship of his man-| a very few Portuguese, who learn 


ner were united with a degree of na- | 


tive humour, that removed all sol- 
emnity from his episcopal character, 


and reminded us far more of a free and | 
gallant ex-officer of the Irish Legion. | 


Yet, although in his conversation he 


spoke with an eagerness of delight | 


of the exploits of his native country- 
men in the late wars, and discover- 
ed to us few marks of what could be 
termed a religious mind (perhaps out 
of compliment to my uniform), we 
cannot but hope better things of him 
than of most other priests of his per- 
suasion, when we know, that he is 
preaching throughout his diocess 
against the worship of idols, which 
is, in reality, the common practice 
of Indian Catholics; and that he re- 
commends to them the reading of 
the Holy Scriptures. He also ex- 
presses himself as a warm friend to 
schools for the poor. Such conduct 
will little please his present flock ; | 
but will, it is to be hoped, benefit | 


} 


the cause of real piety. May God | 


Latin sulliciently to be able to read 
the Roman Liturgy, but probably 
without understanding its meaning. 
The Bishop’s residence is a part ot 
the college ; which is built much in 
the style of a monastery, but of very 
small dimensions. 

There was a Neapo‘itan Carmelite 
Friar in company with the Bishop, 
who told me that he had been eleven 
years in the country, and could ne- 
ver learn the language for the pur- 
pose of better instructing the natives: 
he evidently dislikes the proceedings 
of his superior, and expressed a 
strong wish for a speedy return to 
Europe. He seemed a quiet inof- 
lensive man; but possessing little 
of that high Missionary spirit, which 








| 
| 





should animate those who abandon 
all the ease and comfort of their 
homes, to serve God and their fellow- 
creatures in these distant realms. 


Paroor. 


From Verapoli, we proceeded to 


reward it to him, by blessing his own | Paroor, which is supposed to be the 


mind with clearer views of that holy || oldest church in possession of the 


could be true, I ventured in spite of  , 
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building in its room. 


Trichoor. \ 

We left Parocr, alter dinner ; but, | 
owing to frequent shallows in the} 
upper part of the Back-water, w edid |, 
not arrive at ‘T'richoor, till 
one o’¢lock to-day. The Backwa- 
ter, on which we have so long been | 





sailing, extends no further in’ this, 
direction, but is bounded by the: 


hills, at the foot of the Malabar, 
mountains, on which ‘Trichoor is 
built. It exhibits the remains ol a 
large fortified camp, im the uppei 
part of whichis a fort, at present 
garrisoned by 100 Se,oys: it | 
usetul station for coutrolling the: 
mountain banditti, who often iniest | 
the neighbourhood. ‘Three of them 
are now hanging in chains, not far | 
from the village. 


Carangalacherry. 

Mar. 9.—Mr. Fenn and I set off 
early this morning, he in a munjeel,* 
-and I, to my delight, once more on 
horseback, for Carangalacherry, the 
largest ofall the Syrian towns, and the 
Jast which we mean to visit. It is 
distant about fourteen miles from 
Trichoor, and we got there to break- 


i] 
nearly | 


Syrians: a new one is, at present, | 





Mary DOCLe 


‘y 
- 


for the residence of the late Metro- 


politan ; who resigned his situation 


lor the purpose of leading a quiet 


| provided for us. 


is ail 
| lle asked mea 


ib 


——* —— 








fast. We were received by a large 
concourse of people; and escorted, 
as it were in triumph, to the church, | 
where they pressed greatly upon one | 
another, in order to obtain a sight 
of us. Mr. Fenn took advantage of | 
the opportunity, to address them on | 
religious subjects ; and they seemed | 
deeply attentive to what he said. —| 
There are about ten thousand of 
them in the town and its vicinity, 
and they are divided between four 
Churches. 


Visit to the retired Metropolitan. 
After breakfast we set out on foot 





* A munjeel resembles a seaman’s ham- 
mock, and is suspended to a very long bam- 
boo pole, and so carried on four men’s 
shoulders: it has a slight awning, and 


| 
| 
| 
| 
! 


is 


much lighter than a palankeen, th rough not! 
so convenient. 








| church of Carangalacherry. 


retired life, unembarrassed by any 
secular allairs. We had about three 
| miles to walk, before we reached 
his place of abode, and that under 
the burning heat of a perpendicular 
meridian sun, so that we were tru- 
ly glad when we arrived, and pav- 
took of a little Madeira and plan- 
tains, Wineh the good old hermit had 
lle isa little man 


| with a pleasing expression of coun- 
i fenance ¢ 


fond of talking, and more 
lnquistlive than Indians usually are 
when conversing with Europeans. 
creat many questions 


concerning wy family in England, 


- 


| how many brothers and sisters I had, 


where they lived, &c.; aiid he was 
greatly amazed that they should, as 
| he found out, live in the same town 
\(Londeoa) with Mr. Fenn’s family, 
and yet be personally unacquainted 
with them. 1 wished to know what 
he thought of the new printed Syriac 


Tashunent’: he said he admired it 


| Very much; and, on being asked whe- 


ther he bad disc vered the slightest 
error in it or deviation from the ori- 
ginal, he assured me that he knew 
of none. We staid with him about 


an hour, and then returned to the 


This 
aged Metropolitan has built the house 
in Which he resides, within the Ho- 
nourable Company’s territory; in 
| order, by becoming a British subject, 
} to escape the continued insults and 
persecutions of the inferior officers of 
the ‘Travancore Government. ‘The 
line of demarcation in this part, is 
a small rivulet, which flows close 
under the Met tropolitans garden ; so 
that he enjoys the vicinity of his 
countrymen, by whom he is revered 
a3 a sainf, and is no longer subject 
to the same oppressions under whieh 
they are labouring. 


Return to Trichoor. 
A little after four in the afternoon. 
we set out on our 


way back to ‘Tr'- 











300 





cboor ; and as the road was bad, we 
walked the first mile on foot, accom- 
panied by several thousands of the 
people, who testified the greatest 
pleasure at our having come to see 
them. As they were very anxious 
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knowledge and conduct give every 
reason io hope, that he is becoming 
a sincere believer and parteker of 
the blessings of vital religion. He 
is, indeed, the subject of many ier- 
vent prayers, for all who know him 


for our stay, Mr. Fenn promised o | love him ; and | humbly trust that it 


return to them to-morrow, and pass 





the ensuing Sabbath among them. 

On rejoining my horse, the groom | 
informed me that the whole town had | 
been flocking to see him, while we | 
were at the Metropolitan’s; and that | 


will please our Heaveniy Father so 
to pour out his Holy Spirit upon bim, 
that he may herealter become a main 
|instrument in restoring to bis coun- 
trymen the light and consoiations of 
the Gospel of Christ. His tarewell 





they had brought to the shed where | to me was full of warmth and auec- 


he was put up, quantities of different | 
things for him to eat. It appears: 
this simple people had never seen a 
horse before, as there are none in 
their immediate neighbourhood, and 
they seldom wander far from home. 

Here, before I mounted, | shook 
hands, for the last time, with our 
amiable and interesting young com- 
panion, Marcus of Cotym, concerning 
whom I cannot refrain from adding a 
few words. He is about eighteen years 
of age, of a lively and strikingly in- 
telligent countenance, and easy gen- 


tle manners, though somewhat high | 








spirited : already thoroughly ac- | 


‘tion; and he has promised to write 
,to me, as soon as he has acquired a 
sufficient knowledge, either of Latin 


jor English, tor that purpose. God 


bless him! 

We got back to Trichoor, by half 
past eight. 

Conclusion. 

March 10, 1821.— This morning I 
quitted my kind and excellent friend 
Mr. Fenn, and proceeded once more 
on my solitary joursey. Blessed be 
my God, that my last fortnight has 

| been so delightlully spent: and that 
the general resuit of my enquiries is 
ithe all-but-iormed conviction, that 





quainted with the sacred writings, | there are, in this remoie and almost 
and thirsting after knowledge, he ! unknown corner of the world, be- 
has also made considerable progress |) tween sixty and seventy thousand 
in the English and Latin tongues, suuls ready to receive the Gospel, as 
and is quite master of Syriac and / soon as it shall be preached among 
Malayalim. His attachment to Mr || them unfettered by an unknown and 
Henn is like that of a son toa ta-/ ovsolete tongue! With this belief, I 
ther ; and every look and action be- || joyfully proceed ; counting that my 
tray it to the least attentive observer. || slight labours and fatigues have been 
But that which is far more impor-| amply recompensed, and have rare- 
tant is, that bis progress in christian || ly been better bestowed. 





DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE, 


31 PUARY OF MRS. H. B.P. MASON. || In this dispensation of divine Pro- 
| vidence, an afflicting vacuum is made 
April 19,1823. || in those circles, which her piety end 

Departed this life, in King George | modest worth adorned ; but it is good 
County, on the 8th instant, inthe 24th || when surviving friends may say, 
year of her age, after a lingering ill- || “ Our loss is her gain,” and assuredly 
ness, HARRIET B. P. MASON, consort vit may so be said in the present In- 
ot N. H. Mason, Esqr. stance. Faithfully, and ailecticnate- 
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ly, discharging her relative duties in jhovah’s Throne. Ab, who can 
domestic life, and as a neighbour || speak the joy! ‘Too narrow are the 
kind, and as a friend sincere, there || bounds of finite comprehension 
was yet one thing more waich||* tye bath not seen, nor ear heard, 
crowned her character, and stampt || neither have entered into the heart 
it with sterling worth—even the | ol man, the things which God hath 
“Que thing neediul.”” Harriet was|| prepared for them tha: love bim.” 
a christian, aud as such, her light|) And Harriet, a candidate for heaven, 
shouoae around. Viiaily impressed | bas doubties- reached the goal, and 
Witn (ne suvlime trucus Which laugit | received the promised prize. Ripe 
her toe need of a Saviour, she wad | tur glory, she has departed in her 
looked to that Saviour as her chiel | ioveliness, in the flesh she will no 
good, and resied he: hopes, avi ou! more be seen, but the remembrance 
any rightevdsuess vl ner OWu, ivr) Ol Her Christian virtues will be pleas- 
she knew she Was wi herseit itoul- | aut. She will be sweetly, and not 
ficient) bul oa the Luipaled rigitleous- | bitterly mourned, aot mourned as 
ness of a KReveemimng Gou. ihe | though without hope, lor ** blessed are 
writer of this article has reason to | they who die in the Lord.” And be it 
believe that ner triead leaned on tie | rememvered by her surviving triends, 
boson of Jesus, and tiusted to the | that though she may net come to them, 
rich atunementio save her irom tie ) they may go toher. Let such of them 
curse ol the law ; thus Velieving, she || as arestill in a state of darkness, view 
has noi a douvt oui inal her iriend, || this event, asa call to them to prepare 
looking 1 faitn to the Very precious || to meet their God. And may those 
promises, is now saved through the | who are already bound for Zion, per- 
divine mediation, and ts amongst) severe like her, unto the end, and be 
the ranso!ed in heaven, surrounding | in a state of readines to meet the 
wits her two lovely ialants, who pre- || beavenly Bride-groom. So may 
ceded er, the ihrune ot love rejuic- || their departing steps mark like hers, 
ing. ilarriet nad been a Mother, avd the glory of the Redeemer’s Cross. 
she bad seen her tender baves depart ] And Harriet be met ona shore of 
betore ber, the one taken by a stroke } better promise, where parting is no 
of lightning, the other by sicknes>;| more. Even where Jesus is, 

but like Abraham, she could yield || 

them to her God without a murmur, || Oh, happy Friend! no more to roam, 

eacii time she could say, ‘“ ‘Lhy i “ ogi ae of tears ; 

will, and not mine be done.” And | ne sliares oho tant 
wheb she was hersell called to follow || , 
them, she still said, * All was best |) Bursting its tenement of clay, 

that came fron the hand of our hea- || Thy Soul has upward wing’d its flight ; 
venly Father.”” Who can doubt but || To Scenes o1 everiasting day, 

that she loved God supremely, and || Of endless glory and delight, 

now has her reward? Aad how rich — 
the reward of Faith, and Love, is far as ee oe ee 
beyond the conception of the human } Ang tun’st the notes of praise, a 
mind ; but assuredly it is one part of || To Futher, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

her joy, to be reunited to her cheru- 
bic offspring, who had gone home | — 
but a iittle before her, to meet them || _ CHURCH POETRY. 

in Christ, with the certain knowledge | Sacred music forms a useful and impo: 
of never being again separated. And |, ship oo partot the public wor- 
to behold them as angels ol light, | It recommends itself to the pious aspira- 
sparkling amidst the radiance ol Je- || tions of the humble contrite heart, and ex 
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cites into lively exercise, even in the most 
obdurate, the best feelings of which their 
natures are susceptible. 

Whatever may be the exalted character || 
of our incomparable Liturgy, and the ele- 
vating spirit of devotion which the public 
services of our church are calculated to in- 
spire, the strains of vocal music from a, 
thousand tongues, aided by the deep-toned 
organ, are not among the least of her beau- 
ues. 

But for the purpose of enabling the mem- | 
bers of a congregation to unite in singing | 
with the spirit and with the understanding, | 
itis highly important not only that the sen- 
timents of the psalms should be rendered or- | 
thodoaly, and easily comprehended, but also 
that the poetry should be chaste and harmo- 
mous. 

In our present Metrical Version, by Tate 
and Brady, it is a fact well known to most 
of the members of our church, that not more 
than one half of them, are ever sung; yet 
that part which is useless, continues to swell 
the pages of the Prayer Book, to the exclu- 
sion of others that might be selected, 
better adopted for the edification of the peo- || 
ple, and more appropriate for singing the 
praises of the Lord. 

With the exception of about one half of} 
the psalms in the metre, there is at present, 
but little or no correspondence between the |; 
simplicity, perspicuity,and pious language of || 
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JULY, 


Mr.S. Porter, 


Dear Sir :—The Rev. Mr. Muhlenberg 
has been so kind as to send me a little voe 


|, lume of Church Poetry, consisting of “Psalms 


in verse and Hymns suited to the Festivals 
and F'asts, and various occasions of the 
Church.” As you have requested my opine 
ion of this selection, 1 have looked over it 
attentively, and do not hesitate to declare 
that upon the whole, [ consider it as the best 
that has fallen under my notice. The al- 
terations which have been made in former 
versions of the Psalms and Hymns, without 
impairing their devotiona! Spirit. have ren- 
dered many of them more poetical and har- 
monious. The original meaning of the sa- 
cred songs has been judiciously prseerved, 
as far ascould be consistent with the inten- 
tion of christianizing their phraseology, and 
rendering it a suitable vehicle for evangeli- 
cal devotion. ‘The Hymns are certainly 
among the best in our language, and will be 
found, I trust, well calculated to warm the 
heart of a christian, without offending the 
ear or judgment of the critic. There 1s no 
sitnation in lite, no subject of private devo- 
tion, or publie discussion and exhortation, 
to which some analogoushynmn may not be 
found in this collection; and sheuld it be 
generally adopted in our Churches, as I 
humbly hope will be the case, few of our 
clergy, I conceive, will withhold their thanks 
from the Reverend Compiler, for having con- 


the prayers of the church, and those psalms | sinuted so materially to perfect that unity 
which have a particular application to the } of all the parts in our admirable Liturgy and 
personal situation of David in his conflict | public instructions, to which the present 
with his enemies, and those which are pro- _metrical version of the Psalms, and meagre 


phetic of the Messiah. 


It must be obvious then, that a judicious | feient. 


selection from those comprised in the Prayer || 


| assortment of Hymns are often found insuf- 


[ sincerely hope, with you, that the 
approaching convention will take this sub- 





Book, and from other authors of acknow- 
jedged excellence, as also of the best hymns 
from the multitude of those already publish- 
ed must prove a great and very desirable ac- 
quisition in this department of public wor- 
ship. 

We have been led to make these remarks 
from the perusal of a collection of psalins 
and hymns by the Rev. Wm. A. Muhlenberg, 
of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, a gentleman, 
and divine, whose literary and theological 
attainments, and political taste, highly 
oualified him for the task ; and to whom we 
eordially tender our thanks for the little vo- 
lume, which at considerable labour and 
expense he has furnished the public. 


: : i 
We subjoin the following testimonial of 


Dr. Wharton, of New-Jersey, as more fully 
expressive of our opinion of the work that 
we could well describe. It was given before 
the meeting of the jast general Convention, 
at which a committee was appointed to 
take this subject into consideration, and to 
renort at the next triennial meeting. 


ject into their serious consideration, and that 
;every congregation may be authorized to 
_ adopt this valuable Selection. 


Ue 
TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
Phoreo, on Bishop Hobart’s Sermon; an 
Ode to Literature, and remarks respecting 
? Pp > 
the Colonization Society are received. 
We shall probably commence in our next, the 
publication of Nostrebor on searching the 
Scriptures, and A. C n, on the weight of 
character in Ministers—we are waiting for 
some further communication from the friend 
of the author of ‘* Strictures, &c.” 
SSS 
ERRAPA. 
P. 293, ist col. 1 20, for *+ volis,’’ read voles, 
25,for jeoparding’’ read jeopardizing. 
34, for “exit,’’ read erit 
24 col. 1 10, from bottom, for our after years, 
read, year after vear. 
294, 2d col. b 13, for « first’? read fresh 
300, 1st col. 1. 24, for “prosolvie,”’ read proselyte. 
39, 24 col. 1. 3, for ** Westrin,’’ read Wetstein. 
301, tt col, 1. 31, for * redicula,”” read ridicula, 

















302, let col. 1. 12, for * Gemera,”” sead Gemera, 























